


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Photograph: N. Fenton 

ABOVE: A tree with a large colourful flower, the Dorrigo Waratah, Oreocallis pinnata, is a member of the family 
Proteaceae. It is found in both Dorrigo and Border Ranges National Parks. 
BELOW: Orchid species occur in all rainforests types in the nomination area but may be particularly prominent in sub 
tropical and dry rainforests. Sarcochilus falcatus. 
Photograph: N. Fenton 

ABOVE: One of the larger and particularly interesting 
epiphytic orchids is the Beech Orchid, Dendrobium 
falcorostrum, which is specific to the upper branches 
of Antarctic Beech, Nothofagus moorei, and hence its 
range is encompassed by the nominated sites. 

Photograph: N. Fenton 



Photograph: N. Fenton Photograph: R. WilliamS 

ABOVE LEFT: The Noisy Pitta, Pitta versicolor, is a common and most distinctive rainforest bird in Australia, extending 
through the N .S.W. rainforests north into the wet tropics. 
ABOVE: The region of greatest frog species diversity in Australia is in north-eastern N.S.W. Numerous species are found 
in the rainforest, and some appear to prefer the rainforest habitat. Peron's tree frog (Litoria peronii). 
BELOW: Stream side fernlands in Werrikimbe National Park are the habitat of the rare Hastings River Mouse, 
Pseudomys oralis. Two of the several occurrences of this animal are included in the nominated sites. 
Photograph: E. Slater 
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Photograph R. Williams 
ABOVE: A marsupial group well adapted to the wet sclerophyll and rainforest is the glider possums. Longitudinal body 
appendages allow the animal to glide from one tree to another, thus avoiding a slow ground crossing with risk of attack 
by predators. Yellow-bellied glider, (Petaurus australis). 
BELOW: A master of disguise, the southern angle-headed dragon (Gonocephalus spinipes) is able to change colour to 
suit the immediate environment. It is one of only two Australian species of a family of dragon lizards found throughout 
South-East Asia. Largely confined to N.S.W. and south-east Queensland, it has a related counterpart in tropical 
rainforests of north Queensland (Gonocephalus boydii). Photograph R. Williams 



ABOVE, LEFT & RIGHT: Extensive sedge swamps on the cold granite plateau of Gibraltar Range National Park are of 
special scientific interest and contain a number of rare plants. 
Photographs: E. Slater 

RIGHT: Mt. Lindesay 
and Mt. Lindesay Flora 
Reserve from the south. 
This area has a great 
diversity of vegetation 
from lowland sub 
tropical rainforest to 
high altitude heath. 
Photograph: A. Floyd 

LEFT: The Great 
Escarpment, which in 
places pre-dates the 
Tertiary volcanoes, has 
undoubtedly played a vital 
role in the survival of 
rainforest in eastern 
Australia through periods 
of climatic fluctuations. 
The escarpment plays an 
important role in 
generating rain and in 
mist interception, 
producing localised very 
high rainfall (by 
Australian standards) 
conducive to the growth 
of rainforest. 
[New England National 
Park] 
Photograph: P. Hitchcock 



ABOVE: Initial invasion of eucalypt forest by rainforest 
such as this area of Antarctic Beech, Nothofagus moorei, 
invading a 60 metre high eucalypt forest in Barrington 
Tops National Park will simply result in a multi-layered 
transition forest. Animals characteristic of both forest 
types may inhabit the respective layers of such transition 
forests. Over a time scale in the order of centuries and in 
the absence of frequent fire, the density of eucalypts in 
the transition forest will decline as eucalypts die out. 
Photograph: E. Slater 

RIGHT: The rainforests of N .S.W. range over the 
landscape from the highest elevations of the Northern 
Tableland above the Great Escarpment, where snow falls 
occasionally as in the Barrington Tops area (pictured), to 
near sea level. 
Photograph: D. Hardman 

BELOW: Vines are a feature of sub-tropical rainforest, 
where massive woody vines or Iianes may be common. 
Vines also occur in warm temperate rainforest but are 
generally less common and smaller in diameter. 
[Barrington Tops National Park] 
Photograph: R. Dick 

BELOW: Closure of the canopy formed by the 
rainforest understorey precludes regeneration of the shade 
intolerant eucalypts, thereby setting in train a natural 
succession towards the development of pure rainforest. 
Massive disturbance such as logging or lands lips can stop 
the succession towards rainforest and initiate a new 
generation of eucalypts. Although eucalypts such as the 
one pictured are unable to produce seedling offspring, 
they may survive for several centuries after being 
entrapped by rainforest. 
[Barrington Tops National Park] 
Photograph: P. Wallace 



ABOVE: Nutrient rich basalt soils in 
Dorrigo and New England National 
Parks support well developed sub-tropical 
rainforest. A dense understorey of several 
palm species is a feature of the area. 
Photograph: N. Fenton 

LEFT: Large and distinctive Hoop 
Pines, Araucaria cunninghamii, tower 
above the forest canopy in Nightcap 
National Park. Other species of 
Araucaria are found in South America, 
New Guinea, Queensland and various 
South Pacific islands, attesting to their 
Gondwanaland ancestry. 
Photograph: A. Floyd 



LEFT: The canopy of 
littoral rainforest is 
generally pruned smooth 
by prevailing on-shore 
winds and associated salt 
spray producing a mosaic 
of different colours 
reflecting the various 
species. The interrupted 
canopy of the rainforest 
shown here in Iluka 
Nature Reserve has been 
caused by cyclonic winds. 
This reserve contains the 
largest example of littoral 
rainforest in N .S.W. 
Photograph: P. Adam 

RIGHT: In the absence of 
fire, tree ferns are often 
the first sign of invasion 
by rainforest species in 
higher altitude tall open 
eucalypt forest. 
[Werrikimbe National Park] 
Photograph: E. Slater 

LEFT: A recent addition 
to Werrikimbe National 
Park included an excellent 
example of the 'Macleay 
type dry rainforest. It is 
largely confined to steep, 
rocky scree slopes on the 
escarpment, the scree 
being largely responsible 
for protecting the 
rainforest from fire in 
periods of drought. 
Photograph: S. King 
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RIGHT: A prominent 
epiphytic fern of the sub 
tropical rainforest, the 
Bird's Nest Fern, 
(Asplenium 
australasicum), not only 
decks the trees but may 
also occur on rocky forest 
floors, where its radiating 
fronds gather in falling 
litter and rain to its 
central hub. 
Photograph: E. Slater 

LEFT: A massive 
escarpment delineates a 
well defined inner wall 0, 
an erosion caldera whicl 
partly circles the central 
plug of the Mount 
Warning volcano. The 
circular caldera is now :3 
kilometres in diameter. 
The wall of the caldera 
creates severe turbulenci 
for moisture laden on 
shore winds from the 
nearby Pacific Ocean, nr 
doubt contributing to the 
very high rainfall in the 
Border Ranges. 
Photograph: M. Williams 

RIGHT: The Washpool is 
renowned for its large 
stands of Coachwood 
warm temperate 
rainforest. It also contains 
extensive transition forests 
with large Eucalyptus 
spp. and Brush Box, 
Lophostemon confertus, 
relics of an earlier forest 
dominated by these 
species. 
Photograph: E. Slater 




