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Approved Conservation Advice for 

Caladenia cremna (Don’s Spider Orchid) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

 

      This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information 
at the time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 

      management prescriptions for this species. 
 

Description 

Caladenia cremna, Family Orchidaceae, also known as Don’s Spider Orchid, is a hairy, 
terrestrial orchid which is found growing singly or in small loose groups. The leaf is 
approximately 10 cm long, dull green with purple blotches at the base. The flower is 4–5 cm in 
diameter, pale yellow with some fine reddish stripes (Jones, 2006). The distinguishing features of 
this orchid are its relatively small yellow flowers with reddish striae, stiffly held lateral sepals 
with tiny dark red osmophores and a few short serrate teeth on the mid section of the labellum 
margins. 

Conservation Status 

Don’s Spider Orchid is listed as critically endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
critically endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as the estimated total number of mature individuals is 16 and is likely to 
continue to decline as a result of current and potential threats. The geographic distribution is very 
restricted and precarious for the survival of the species (TSSC, 2009). 

The species is also listed under the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 

Distribution and Habitat 

Don’s Spider Orchid is endemic to Victoria and is known only from one small population 
consisting of approximately 18 plants in 2008. It occurs in the Black Range State Forest in north-
east Victoria, approximately 60 km south of Wangaratta. 

The species occurs in the North East Victoria Natural Resource Management Region and the 
Victorian Midlands 2 Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia (IBRA) bioregion. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to Don’s Spider Orchid is roadwork and its associated activities. 

The main potential threats to Don’s Spider Orchid include weed invasion, quarrying, illegal 
collection, unintentional trampling by orchid enthusiasts, the loss of the specific wasp pollinator 
and inappropriate fire regimes. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future priority actions include: 

 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance existing 
programs. 

 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment, including mycorrhizal association trials. 
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Research Priorities (cont.) 

 Investigate and confirm the requirements for successful pollination, including identification 
of the specific wasp pollinator. 

 Investigate the potential and efficacy of DNA-based or other approaches for the identification 
of individual plants and/or populations to provide a means for detecting and prosecuting 
illegal collection from the wild (see for example Palsboll et al., 2006). 

Priority Actions 

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the recovery 
of Don’s Spider Orchid. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Ensure quarrying, road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or 

development activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Don’s 
Spider Orchid occurs does not adversely impact on known population. 

 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and the 
need to adapt them if necessary. 

 Undertake road improvements to minimise dust. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Don’s Spider 

Orchid, using appropriate methods. 

 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 
adverse impact on Don’s Spider Orchid. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing  
 Manage the potential threat of trampling by people on the fragile site. 

Fire 
 Implement an appropriate fire management regime. 

 Where appropriate provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services 
and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register 
and/or operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Maintain liaison with Parks Victoria about management of land on which the population 

occurs. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed and mycorrhizal fungi collection and storage. 

 Investigate options for establishing additional populations in-situ, or ex-situ. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Don’s Spider 
Orchid, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the Conservation Advice. 
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