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Conservation Advice for  
Triplarina nowraensis (Nowra Heath-
myrtle) 
In effect under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

from 23 November 2021.  

This document provides a foundation for conservation action and further planning. 

                                   
Photo of Triplarina nowraensis (Nowra Heath-myrtle) at Australian National Botanic Gardens © Copyright, Fagg, M. (2000) 

(from Australian National Botanic Gardens). 

Conservation status 
Triplarina nowraensis (Nowra Heath-myrtle) is listed in the Endangered category of the 

threatened species list under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

(Cwth) (EPBC Act) effective from 16 July 2000. The species is eligible for listing because prior to 

the EPBC Act, it was listed as Endangered under the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 

(Cwlth). 

The main factors that make the species eligible for listing in the Endangered category are a 

restricted distribution in both Extent of Occurrence and Area of Occupancy, and a limited 

number of subpopulations. 

Species can also be listed as threatened under state and territory legislation. For information on 

the current listing status of this species under relevant state or territory legislation, see the 

Species Profile and Threat Database.  

http://www.anbg.gov.au/photo/
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/sprat.pl
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Species Information  

Taxonomy 
Conventionally accepted as Triplarina nowraensis A. R. Bean (1995). 

The genus Triplarina was reinstated from the closely related Baeckea by Bean in 1995.  The 

seven species of Triplarina are endemic to Australia, with most found within 80 km of the coast 

(Bean 1995).  
 

Description 
The Nowra Heath-myrtle is an erect shrub to 3.5 m tall. The branchlets have a grey, scaly bark 

(Bean 1995). The small, paired leaves are blunt-tipped with the broadest part above the middle. 

Leaves are only 5 mm long by 1.7 mm wide. They have a row of large oil glands on either side of 

the mid-rib and are highly aromatic when crushed. The flowers are creamy-white and occur in 

pairs. The fruits are hemispherical and wrinkled (NSW NPWS 2003). 

 

In the Nowra district there are a number of closely related species that grow in association with 

the Nowra Heath-myrtle: Euryomyrtus ramosissimaI (Rosy Heath Myrtle), Sannantha plurifloraI 

(Tall Baeckea), Baeckea imbricata (Heath Myrtle), B. diosmifolia (Fringed Baeckea), B. brevifolia 

and B. linifolia (Flax-leaf Heath Myrtle).  These species can be easily distinguished from Nowra 

Heath-myrtle on the basis of leaf size and shape, identification guidelines are presented in Table 

1 below (Bean 1995; Benson & McDougal 1998). 

  

Table 1. Identification guidelines for species closely related to the Nowra Heath-myrtle 

Morphology Nowra 
Heath-
myrtle 

Rosy Heath 
Myrtle 

Tall Baeckea Heath Myrtle Fringed 
Baeckea 

B. brevifolia Flax-leaf 
Heath 
Myrtle 

Leaf size 3.4-5mm 
long, 1.2-
1.7mm wide 

3-15mm long, 
1-3mm wide 

10-30mm 
long, 2.5-6mm 
wide 

3-6mm long, 
2.5-5mm 
wide 

2-6mm long, 
1-2mm wide 

1-3.5mm 
long, to 
1mm wide 

6-18mm long, 
mostly 0.5-
1mm wide 

Leaf Shape Obovate to 
oblanceolate, 
apex 
truncate 

Linear to 
linear-
lanceolate or 
narrow-ovate 

Lanceolate to 
elliptic 

Circular or 
broad-ovate 

Ovate to 
oblong, apex 
obtuse 

Narrow-
ovate to 
oblong 

Linear, 
occasionally 
± terete 

 
Distribution 
Prior to 2016 there were five known subpopulations of the Nowra Heath-myrtle.  Three of these 

occur near the Sandy, Cabbage Tree and Flat Rock Creeks just west of Nowra, in an area 

approximately 6 km by 2.5 km (NSW NPWS 2003) (Map. 1, Table 2).  These subpopulations total 

about 50 000 individuals. A fourth subpopulation is located on the plateau north of the 

Shoalhaven River about 12 km west of Nowra near Illaroo, with an estimated size of 22 000 

individuals. The remaining subpopulation in the Boolijong Creek valley occurs approximately 

20 km to the southwest of Nowra, and numbers several hundred individuals.  All five 

subpopulations are limited in extent; ranging from less than 1 ha to approximately 15 ha (NSW 

NPWS 2003; OEH 2011). Hundreds of individuals from the Cabbage Tree Creek subpopulation 

survived translocation following the construction of a gas pipeline (NSW NPWS 2003). 

 

The estimate of the total number of Nowra Heath-myrtle individuals has increased since listing, 

due to increased survey effort. In 1995 the total population size was estimated as 2250 (Mills 



Triplarina nowraensis (Nowra Heath-myrtle) Conservation Advice 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

3 

1998); in 2003 numbers were estimated at 70 000 (NSW NPWS 2003); and in 2016 the four 

northern subpopulations alone were estimated to contain 25 500   ̶ 158 000 individuals (Douglas 

& David 2016).  

 

In 2016 a further subpopulation was identified 3 km north of Sussex inlet, with approximately 

30 plants (OEH Bionet records, DPIE 2020b). The survey work undertaken by Douglas and David 

(2016) indicates that the Sandy, Cabbage Tree and Flat Rock Creek subpopulations comprise a 

single subpopulation. This puts the total number of subpopulations of the Nowra Heath-myrtle 

at four. 

 

 Table 2. Recorded subpopulations of Nowra Heath-myrtle        

Location Population size 

estimate 

Spatial extent Land Tenure Source 

Cabbage Tree Creek, 

Sandy Creek and Flat 

Rock Creek 

catchments north of 

Barrier Road 

48 500 Concentrated 

subpopulation within a 

small area 6 km long by 

2.5 km wide 

Subpopulations located within 

Bamarang Nature Reserve 

(estimated 11 600 individuals) and 

Triplarina Nature Reserve 

(estimated 2 300 individuals). 

Remaining subpopulations are on 

land owned by the Nowra 

Aboriginal Land Council, Crown 

land and private land. 

NSW NPWS (2003) 

Boolijong Creek west 

of Deans Gap Road 

Estimated 

several hundred 

Small subpopulations 

made up of two 

subpopulations in the 

Boolijong Creek 

Crown land subject to a land claim NSW NPWS (2003) 

Bundanon area, north 

of Shoalhaven River 

22 000 Subpopulation 

widespread on the 

plateau above Bundanon 

within the creek lines 

north of Illaroo Road 

Unallocated Crown land NSW NPWS (2003) 

3kms north of Sussex 

Inlet 

30 Newly discovered small 

subpopulation 

Unknown Douglas and David 

(2016) 
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Map 1. Modelled distribution of Nowra Heath-myrtle                    

 
Source: Species distribution data Species of National Environmental Significance database, base map Geoscience Australia 

Caveat: The information presented in this map has been provided by a range of groups and agencies. While every effort has 

been made to ensure accuracy and completeness, no guarantee is given, nor responsibility taken by the Commonwealth for 

errors or omissions, and the Commonwealth does not accept responsibility in respect of any information or advice given in 

relation to, or as a consequence of, anything containing herein.  

Species distribution mapping: The species distribution mapping categories are indicative only and aim to capture (a) the 

specific habitat type or geographic feature that represents to recent observed locations of the species (known to occur) or 

preferred habitat occurring in close proximity to these locations (likely to occur); and (b) the broad environmental envelope 

or geographic region that encompasses all areas that could provide habitat for the species (may occur). These presence 

categories are created using an extensive database of species observations records, national and regional-scale 

environmental data, environmental modelling techniques and documented scientific research. 

 

Cultural and community significance 
Areas of the Nowra Heath-myrtle’s distribution are located within the Bamarang and Triplarina 

Nature reserves, and land which is tenured by the Nowra Aboriginal Land Council (OEH 2011).  
 

Relevant biology and ecology 
The Nowra Heath-myrtle occurs on poorly drained, gently sloping sandstone shelves or along 

creeklines underlain by Nowra Sandstone (NSW NPWS 2003), within an altitude of 0–300 m 

a.s.l, and a rainfall of 900–1040 mm (Mills 1998). Subpopulations occur in forest and woodland 

communities that are dominated by Eucalyptus racemosa (Scribbly Gum), E. punctata (Grey 

Gum) and Corymbia gummifera (Red Bloodwood).  However, the species is also often found in 

patches that are treeless or with a very open canopy due to the preference for wetter sites. 

Sometimes the species may also be found in sandstone sedgeland or shrubland dominated by 

http://www.environment.gov.au/science/erin/databases-maps/snes
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Tick Bush (Bean 1995, Mills 1998). Douglas and David (2016) reported that in the Illaroo area 

Nowra Heath-myrtle is associated with Banksia ericifolia (Heath Banksia). Other tree species 

occasionally occurring include: E. pilularis (Blackbutt), C. maculata (Spotted Gum), E. piperita 

(Peppermint), E. globoidea (White Stringybark) and E. paniculata (Grey Ironbark) with E. 

consideniana (Yertchuk) north of the Shoalhaven River (OEH 2011; 2014). The associated shrub 

species are typical of moist, sandy soils such as Acacia elongata (Slender Wattle), Sannantha 

pluriflora (Tall Baeckea), Leptospermum polygalifolium ( Yellow Tea-tree ), Kunzea ambigua 

(Tick Bush), Banksia spinulosa (Forest banksia) and Melaleuca thymifolia (Thyme Honey-myrtle) 

(OEH 2011; Douglas & David 2016). 

 

A number of aspects of the reproductive ecology of the Nowra Heath-myrtle were investigated 

by Hogbin (2000, 2002). These included flower morphology (as an indication of the likely 

mating system), pollen viability, pollination biology, fruit initiation, seed production, seed 

germinability, and the effects of raised nutrient levels on mature and immature plants (Hogbin 

2002).  

 

The Nowra Heath-myrtle flowers from November to December, with subsequent fruiting and 

seed setting after pollination (Hogbin 2000). The species has been observed to resprout from 

lignotubers after fire and on older plants a number of stems may originate from a single large 

lignotuber (Mills 1998).  Sites where the species occurs have been burnt at various times in the 

past with known major fire events having taken place 18 months, 10 years and more than 20 

years ago.  Increased knowledge of the detailed fire response is desirable from the perspective of 

making management actions more effective. The Nowra Heath-myrtle tends to dominate or co-

dominate the sites in which it occurs. Whether this is attributable entirely to the difficulty that 

other species have in adapting to the predominantly wet or moist conditions or is to some extent 

an effect of competition between the Nowra Heath-myrtle and other species is not known. The 

result is that relatively large subpopulations of the species may be concentrated in favourable 

locations, particularly along creeklines. 

 

Adult plants are highly tolerant of elevated nutrient levels, however seedlings are more sensitive 

(Hogbin 2002). Water quality monitoring following a storm event showed that, while adult 

individuals are able to tolerate extremely high nutrient levels without any significant effect on 

growth or survival, seedling survival was adversely affected (Hogbin 2002). 

 

The longevity of the Nowra heath-myrtle has not been recorded in the literature, however the 

longevity of some Baeckea spp. has been recorded as between 25 and 60 years (Benson & 

MacDougal 1998).  

 

Habitat critical to the survival 
Due to the species eligibility for listing (highly restricted range and limited number of 

populations), all habitat is considered critical to the survival of the species. 

 

No Critical Habitat as defined under section 207A of the EPBC Act has been identified or 

included in the Register of Critical Habitat. 
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Important populations 
In this section, the word population is used to refer to subpopulation, in keeping with the 

terminology used in the EPBC Act and state/territory environmental legislation. 

There is sufficient evidence through the species eligibility for listing, to declare all populations as 

important populations of this species under particular pressure of survival and which therefore 

require protection to support the recovery of the species. 

Threats 
The known subpopulations of Nowra Heath-myrtle are distributed within a 20 km area west and 

south west of Nowra, and just north of Sussex Inlet in New South Wales. Key threats to this 

species are habitat loss and modification and disease. The Nowra Heath-myrtle is threatened by 

several fire-related threats, including high frequency and high severity fires, and fire-drought 

interactions. The Illaroo subpopulation was heavily burnt in the 2019-2020 bushfire season, 

with resprouting of lignotubers recorded following the fires (DPIE 2020b). A large proportion of 

the species’ subpopulations occur on private properties. Main threats to the species are 

described in Table 3.  

Table 3. Threats impacting Nowra Heath-myrtle 

Threat  Status and severity a Evidence  

Habitat loss, disturbance, and modification 

Urban development • Timing: future 

• Confidence: observed 

• Consequence: catastrophic 

• Trend: increasing 

• Extent: across part of its range 

There are proposed future land-use 
changes in the catchments where the 
species occurs, including the planned 
future  Nowra bypass and residential 
subdivision (NSW NPWS 2003).  

Powerline, road and trail 

maintenance  

• Timing: current 

• Confidence: observed 

• Consequence: minor 

• Trend: unknown 

• Extent: across part of its range  

Habitat disturbance during 
powerline, road and trail 
maintenance (slashing) has the 
potential to result in the loss of 
individuals. Douglas & David (2016) 
reported a track through the middle 
of one subpopulation. 

Altered hydrology • Timing: current 

• Confidence: observed 

• Consequence: moderate 

• Trend: unknown 

• Extent: across part of its range  

A large proportion of the 
subpopulation occurs on private 
properties. Apart from the threat of 
proposed urban development, the 
survival of the species on these sites 
is also under threat from other 
possible future land uses that are 
unfavourable to the species  - e.g. 
damming above riparian 
subpopulations (Douglas & David 
2016). 

Altered hydrology is associated with 
changed land use. With major areas 
of the Nowra heath-myrtle associated 
with riparian zones, increased 
nutrient levels may lead to increased 
weed establishment and dominance. 
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Threat  Status and severity a Evidence  

Recreational activity • Timing: future 

• Confidence: inferred 

• Consequence: not significant 

• Trend: increasing 

• Extent: across part of its range 

Proposed new residential 
developments in areas adjoining 
known subpopulations of the Nowra 
Heath-myrtle are likely to result in 
increased recreational activity within 
the species' habitat. This may have 
detrimental impacts through 
trampling of plants and seedlings, 
soil compaction and potential erosion 
started by activities such as trail bike 
riding (OEH 2011). 

Pollution  • Timing: current 

• Confidence: observed 

• Consequence: minor 

• Trend: static 

• Extent: across part of its range 

A regional landfill is found above the 
creek lines where two 
subpopulations exist. This could have 
an adverse impact on soil and water 
quality and could also result in weed 
infestation (Hogbin 2002). 

Disease 

Myrtle rust (Austropuccinia 

psidii) 

• Timing: future 

• Confidence: suspected 

• Consequence: major 

• Trend: unknown 

• Extent: across the entire range 

Myrtle rust threatens plants in the 
Myrtaceae family and can cause 
deformed leaves, heavy defoliation of 
branches, reduced fertility, dieback, 
stunted growth and plant death.  

Given the Nowra heath-myrtle is in 
the family Myrtaceae and occurs 
within a myrtle rust prone area, there 
is a risk that this disease may impact 
on this species (Douglas & David 
2016). 

Invasive species 

Competition with invasive 

weeds 

• Timing: current 

• Confidence: suspected 

• Consequence: not significant 

• Trend: unknown 

• Extent: across the entire range 

 

Weed invasions of natural 
ecosystems are among the greatest 
environmental threats now facing 
temperate Australia (ANBG n.d.). 
Particularly invasive weeds have the 
capacity to alter ecosystems and 
therefore habitat suitability for 
native species as well as directly 
outcompeting native plants. While no 
information is available on the 
encroachment of weeds on 
subpopulations of Nowra Heath-
myrtle, it is likely, particularly for 
those subpopulations occurring on 
private land, that weed invasion is an 
ongoing threat.  

Climate Change 

Inappropriate fire regimes • Timing: current 

• Confidence: observed 

• Consequence: major 

• Trend: increasing 

• Extent: across the entire range 

The Nowra Heath-myrtle has been 
identified as a high priority species, 
requiring urgent management 
intervention, following the 2019-20 
bushfires (DAWE 2020). Whereas in 
situ monitoring after the 2019-20 
bushfires indicates the species 
subpopulations have not been 
impacted in a noticeable way (DPIE 
2020b). 
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Threat  Status and severity a Evidence  

The species’ life-history traits and 
limited distribution predisposes it to 
risk of population decline or 
extinction resulting from changing 
fire regimes, disease and cumulative 
exposure to high risks (DAWE 2020). 

Too frequent fires may have an 
adverse impact on the species (OEH 
2011). While the Nowra heath-myrtle 
is able to resprout and germinate 
following fire, the effects of fire on 
the longevity of the soil seed bank is 
unknown. Fire frequencies are 
expected to be low at all sites due to 
the naturally slow accumulation of 
ground layer biomass, but too 
frequent fires may exhaust the soil 
seed bank and the ability of mature 
plants to resprout after fire (Douglas 
& David 2016). 

Given the proximity of the main 
subpopulation to urban areas there is 
also likely to be increasing pressure 
to undertake fire hazard reduction 
burning within the species habitat. 

Climate change projections show that 
southern Australia is likely to 
experience increased intensity and 
frequencies of fire (CSIRO 2015).  In 
2019-20, following years of drought 
(DPI 2020), catastrophic bushfire 
conditions resulted in extensive 
bushfires across eastern Australia. 
Fire intensity and severity varied 
across the bushfire extent, with many 
patches burning at extreme intensity 
and severity while others remained 
unburnt (DPIE 2020a). This type of 
event is increasingly likely to reoccur 
as a result of climate change. 

Decreased rainfall, 

increased temperatures   

• Timing: future 

• Confidence: inferred 

• Consequence: moderate 

• Trend: increasing 

• Extent: across the entire range 

Climate change projections show that 
Australia’s climate will get hotter and 
drier, with time in drought predicted 
to increase over southern Australia 
(CSIRO 2015). Such changes in 
climate are likely to cause forest 
decline, with drought stress leading 
to plant mortality (Choat et al. 2012). 

Furthermore, Nowra Heath-myrtle, 
like other resprouting species, may 
be subject to threat from fire-drought 
interactions. Resprouting stems are 
vulnerable to embolization and 
drastically lowered xylem hydraulic 
conductivity during post-fire 
drought, increasing individual 
mortality risk (Pratt et al. 2014). 

Timing—identify the temporal nature of the threat; 

Confidence—identify the extent to which we have confidence about the impact of the threat on the species; 

Consequence—identify the severity of the threat; 
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Trend—identify the extent to which it will continue to operate on the species; 

Extent—identify its spatial content in terms of the range of the species. 

 

Each threat has been described in Table 3 in terms of the extent that it is operating on the 

species. The risk matrix (Table 4) provides a visual depiction of the level of risk being imposed 

by a threat and supports the prioritisation of subsequent management and conservation actions. 

In preparing a risk matrix, several factors have been taken into consideration, they are: the life 

stage they affect; the duration of the impact; and the efficacy of current management regimes, 

assuming that management will continue to be applied appropriately. The risk matrix and 

ranking of threats has been developed in consultation with experts and using available 

literature. 

Table 4. Nowra Heath-myrtle risk matrix 

Likelihood Consequences 

Not significant Minor Moderate Major Catastrophic 

Almost certain Low risk Moderate risk 

Powerline, 
road and trail 
maintenance  

 

Very high risk 

Decreased 
rainfall, 
increased 
temperatures 

Very high risk Very high risk 

 

Likely Low risk 

Competition 
with invasive 
weeds  

Recreational 
activity 

 

Moderate risk 

Pollution 

 

High risk 

Altered 
hydrology 

Very high risk 

Inappropriate 
fire regimes 

 

Very high risk 

Urban 
Development 

 

Possible Low risk Moderate risk 

 

High risk 

 

Very high risk 

Myrtle Rust 

 

Very high risk 

 

Unlikely Low risk Low risk Moderate risk High risk 

 

Very high risk 

Unknown Low risk Low risk Moderate risk 

 

High risk Very high risk 

Priority actions have then been developed to manage the threat particularly where the risk was 

deemed to be ‘very high’ or ‘high’. For those threats with an unknown or low risk outcome it may 

be more appropriate to identify further research or maintain a watching brief. 

Conservation and recovery actions 

Primary conservation objective  

By 2030, the subpopulations of Nowra Heath-myrtle will have increased in abundance and 

viable populations are sustained in disease-free habitats and in habitats which are managed for 

ongoing threats. 



Triplarina nowraensis (Nowra Heath-myrtle) Conservation Advice 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

10 

Conservation and management priorities 

Habitat loss, disturbance and modification  

• Increase protection for subpopulations through legislation and/or management 

avenues, including land management agreements, where appropriate.  

• Ensure that local government bodies consider the Nowra Heath-myrtle in development 

proposals in suitable habitat, including potential impacts from altered hydrology.  

• Ensure land managers are aware of the species’ occurrence and provide protection 

measures against known and potential threats.  

• Install barriers (logs, rocks, or fence) at sites to prevent vehicle and bike access. 

• Prior to undertaking any road and track maintenance, provide information on the 

locations where the species occurs so that direct or indirect disturbance to the species 

habitat can be avoided. Signs may also be considered for some areas if appropriate. 

• Include Nowra Heath Myrtle sites and potential habitat in maps used for planning road 

and track maintenance work. 

• Erect on-site markers to alert maintenance staff to the presence of this species. 

• Implement measures to protect sites situated downstream of regional landfills from 

pollution. 

Health/Disease 

• If the Nowra Heath-myrtle is found to be susceptible to Myrtle rust, develop a specific 

management strategy to reduce the spread of the disease to and within subpopulations.   

Invasive species  

• Identify and control problem weeds where required, using appropriate methods. 

Consider the possible disturbance and off-target spraying threats associated with the 

control method. 

• Manage any weed invasions found during population monitoring. Weeds of concern are 

those that have the potential to adversely affect recruitment or provide strong 

competition, such as climbers like Madeira vine (Anredera cordifolia). 

• Implement suitable weed hygiene protocols when undertaking survey, monitoring and 

management activities. Refer to the Arrive Clean, Leave Clean Guidelines to help prevent 

the spread of invasive plant diseases and weeds threatening our native plants, animals 

and ecosystems (DotE 2015). 

 Fire 

• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigation measures in bushfire risk management plan/s, risk register 

and/or operation maps. Conduct training for personnel undertaking fire management 

and hazard reduction burns, to enable them to identify the Nowra Heath-myrtle and its 

habitat. 

• Advise the Shoalhaven Bushfire Management Committee on appropriate fire regimes for 

the species, including the need to avoid too frequent fires.   
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• Develop and implement a fire management strategy that optimises the survival of the 

Nowra Heath-myrtle during planned burns and bushfires: 

- Fires must be managed to ensure that prevailing fire regimes do not disrupt the life 

cycle of the species, that they support rather than degrade the habitat, and that they 

do not promote invasion of weeds.  

- Avoid direct disturbance to individual plants from fire management activities if 

possible, e.g., through track maintenance. 

- Avoid the use of fire retardants and fire-fighting foams during fire operations. 

Breeding, seed collection, propagation and other ex situ recovery action 

• To manage risk of losing genetic diversity, undertake seed collections and store at 

appropriate institutions. Seeds from all subpopulations should be collected and stored.  

• If deemed appropriate, undertake ex situ propagation and conservation translocations 

in suitable habitat with secure land tenure, to increase the number of subpopulations of 

Nowra-heath Myrtle in accordance with the Guidelines for the Translocation of 

Threatened Plants in Australia (Commander et al. 2018).  

Stakeholder engagement/Community engagement  

• Engage with local landowners within the known species range to seek their support for 

land management agreements to protect the species habitat from threats.  

• Conduct a publicity campaign using physical and electronic media to increase local 

community awareness of the species’ conservation. 

• Identify and implement opportunities for community involvement in the conservation of 

the species. 

• Liaise with relevant land managers and landowners to ensure that subpopulations are 

not accidentally damaged or destroyed. The approval and assistance of land managers 

should also be sought to implement conservation actions. 

• Engage and involve Traditional Owners in conservation actions, including the 

implementation of Indigenous fire management and other survey, monitoring and 

management actions.  

Survey and Monitoring priorities 

• Conduct surveys for Nowra Heath-myrtle in suitable habitat within any proposed 
development areas. The survey and monitoring plan should follow the methodology 
previously used for the species (NSW NPWS 2003; OEH 2011). 

• Conduct water quality monitoring along the creek lines below landfill sites where Nowra 

Heath-myrtle subpopulations occur. 

• Conduct surveys for invasive weeds at known sites of the Nowra Heath-myrtle. 

• Undertake population monitoring at known sites to identify trends in health, population 

size and habitat condition.  

• Survey known subpopulations affected by bushfires to monitor ongoing impacts from 

fires. 
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Information and Research priorities 

• Improve knowledge of the relative impact of different threats to the Nowra Heath-

myrtle. In particular: 

- Conduct research into the history, effects and responses of Nowra Heath-myrtle to 

fire, to better understand the fire ecology of the species and develop fire 

management prescriptions. 

- Determine the susceptibility of the Nowra Heath-myrtle to Myrtle rust and impacts 

of this disease on the species.  

- Determine the extent to which weed competition is threatening, or may threaten, 

subpopulations of the species. 

- Investigate potential impacts of decreased rainfall and increased temperature, due 

to climate change, on the viability and persistence of subpopulations. 

- Investigate potential interactions or synergies among various threats/disturbances 

to subpopulations and the species as a whole.  

• Investigate ecological requirements of the Nowra Heath-myrtle that are relevant to 

persistence, including: 

− the sensitivity of the individuals of varying age/size to fires of varying intensity 

(including repeated fires). 

− the longevity of the species. 

− the population genetic structure, levels of genetic diversity and minimum viable 

subpopulation size. 

Links to relevant implementation documents 
National Recovery Plan for Triplarina nowraensis (2011)  

NSW Saving Our Species - Nowra Heath Myrtle - profile 

 

NSW Saving Our Species strategy - Nowra Heath Myrtle (Triplarina nowraensis)  
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