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Approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus kabiana (Mount Beerwah Mallee) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Eucalyptus kabiana, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Mount Beerwah Mallee, is a mallee 
generally growing to about 5 m tall, occasionally reaching 10 m tall (Johnson & Hill, 1991; 
CPBR, 2006). It has smooth bark, a crown of green lanceolate (long and thin) leaves, 
elongated buds borne in clusters of 7–11 in leaf axils, white flowers and hemispherical fruit. 
The juvenile leaves of seedlings or coppice growth are alternately arranged on the stem, and 
are stalked, lanceolate and green. Plants form a lignotuber at the base of the stem/s enabling 
vegetative resprouting after defoliation due to fire and insect attack. 

Conservation Status 
Mount Beerwah Mallee is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Mount Beerwah Mallee is known from a single diffuse population inhabiting the upper slopes 
of Mount Beerwah, in the Glasshouse Mountains region north of Brisbane, Queensland. There 
are reports that the species may also occur on Coochin Hills, about 6 km north-east of Mount 
Beerwah, and on Mount Coolum (A.R. Bean, 2007, pers. comm.; L. Stanberg, 2007, pers. 
comm.). It occurs within the Glass House Mountains National Park, in the South East 
Queensland (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The species occurs in open heath dominated by Tea-tree (Leptospermum luehmannii) with 
stunted Brush Box (Lophostemon confertus) on steep to very steep slopes where plants are 
rooted in fissured natural pavement with little accumulated soil. The substrate is volcanic rock 
known as trachyte (Johnson & Hill, 1991). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Mount Beerwah Mallee are its highly restricted distribution and 
increased fire frequency. The habitat of the species is discontinuous with areas of natural 
pavement intervening between patches of vegetation including Mount Beerwah Mallee. Thus, 
the likelihood of a fire burning through all patches is probably low. The species resprouts 
from a lignotuber after fire, but the time taken for coppice growth to reach reproductive 
maturity is unknown. 

The main potential threats to the Mount Beerwah Mallee include weeds, fungal pathogens, 
grazing by feral goats (Capra hircus), and habitat loss, disturbance and modification.  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Assess the reported occurrence on Coochin Hills. 



This conservation advice was approved by the Minister/Delegate of the Minister on 3 July 
2008 

 Eucalyptus kabiana Conservation Advice - Page 2 of 3 

• Design and implement a monitoring program that includes assessment of the baseline 
population sizes so that any future changes can be evaluated. 

• Evaluation of potential threats and appropriate management actions to ameliorate these 
threats, especially fire frequency and intensity, success of lignotuber regeneration, and 
time to sexual reproduction after fire. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Mount Beerwah Mallee. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants, such as on neighbouring peaks in the Glasshouse 
Mountains region. 

• Identify sites of high conservation priority within the existing reserves, especially with 
respect to routing walking/climbing tracks away from stands of Mount Beerwah Mallee. 

• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Mount Beerwah Mallee. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Mount 

Beerwah Mallee, using appropriate methods.  
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Mount Beerwah Mallee, using appropriate methods. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the Mt Beerwah Mallee.  
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination (Tran & 

Wild, 2000). 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Implement suitable hygiene protocols to prevent any likelihood of fungal pathogen 

infection, especially near walking tracks. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Mount Beerwah Mallee within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Prevent grazing pressure from feral goats at known sites through exclusion fencing or 

other barriers. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Mount Beerwah 
Mallee, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Goats (EA, 1999), 

and 
• A review of current knowledge and literature to assist in determining ecologically 

sustainable fire regimes for the south-east Queensland region (Tran & Wild, 2000). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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