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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Hibbertia marginata  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Hibbertia marginata, Family Dilleniaceae, also known as the Bordered Guinea Flower or Tall 
Guinea Flower, is a suckering shrub growing to 50 cm high. The young branches are covered 
in short white hairs (Harden, 1990). The leaves are narrowly oblong, slightly rolled back 
along the edges. They are paler below, with sparse silver hairs on both surfaces. The bright-
yellow flowers appear in spring and are 2–3 cm across. The green sepals behind the flowers 
are densely hairy except for a broad smooth strip around the margin. The fruits consist of 
three joined capsules that split at the top (DECC, 2005). 

Conservation Status 
Hibbertia marginata is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Hibbertia marginata is confined to the Richmond Range of NSW (Harden, 1990). 
Historically, it was known only from the type locality at Mt Neville fire trail, Mount Marsh 
State Forest, North Coast NSW (Conn, 1990). By the late 1990s, 11 populations were known, 
with some 6000 individuals spread over an area of 100 ha (NSW NPWS, 1999). These 
populations include some south of Lismore (NSW NPWS, 2000, pers. comm.). The species 
has been recorded from south of Casino, in Mount Marsh, Gibberagee, Devils Pulpit, and 
Doubleduke State Forests, and Mount Neville Nature Reserve (Sheringham & Westaway, 
1995).  

This species has been recorded as growing on sandstone in a grassy forest (Harden, 1990) 
dominated by Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis), Pink Bloodwood (Corymbia intermedia) and 
Angophora woodsiana. It is also described as growing in sandy loam on a rugged sandstone 
outcrop (Conn, 1990). This species occurs within the Northern Rivers (NSW) Natural 
Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to H. marginata are forestry activities and inappropriate fire 
regimes (NSW NPWS, 1999).  

The main potential threats to H. marginata include clearing of habitat for agriculture and 
quarrying, road maintenance and widening, and susceptibility to dieback caused by 
Phytophthora cinnamomi (DECC, 2005). 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program (including assessment of seedling 

establishment and survivorship: DECC, 2005). 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements (especially 

fire ecology) and the relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
• Research H. marginata susceptibility to dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi and 

develop and implement hygiene protocols if required (DECC, 2005). 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Hibbertia marginata. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities in areas where Hibbertia marginata 

occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 
• Consider known populations of Hibbertia marginata during environmental planning to 

protect them from clearing or development (DECC, 2005). 
• Assess implementation and effectiveness of forestry management prescriptions, and, if 

needed, develop or refine threatened species prescriptions (DECC, 2005). 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Hibbertia marginata. 
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote vegetation regeneration.  
• Include or review the hazard reduction conditions on the Threatened Species Hazard 

Reduction List (DECC, 2005). 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and 
operation maps. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites from outbreaks 

of dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Hibbertia marginata within the local community, especially among 

the agricultural, timber, and road maintenance industries (DECC, 2005). 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to              
Hibbertia marginata, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the 
time of preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Draft Code of Practice for Private Native Forestry (DPI, 2006), 
• Ecologically Sustainable Forest Management – Upper North East (DPI, 2005), and 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Dieback Caused by the Root-Rot Fungus 

Phytophthora cinnamomi (Environment Australia, 2001). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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