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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Adenanthos velutinus (Velvet Woollybush) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Adenanthos velutinus, Family Proteaceae, also known as Velvet Woollybush, is a diffuse, 
erect shrub, growing to 3 m tall with erect or slightly spreading branches. Young shoots and 
leaves are bright red with dense, felty covering of white hairs. Leaves are shortly stalked and 
divided into 3–6 segments, growing up to 2 cm long. The flowers, usually in groups of 3–5 
held on the ends of the branches, are cream with grey-black upper portions.  

This species is distinguished from other Adenanthos spp. by the glandular hairs on the 
flowers. The lack of a lignotuber and the colour of the flower distinguish it from Meisner’s 
Woollybush (Adenanthos meisneri). Flowering occurs from July to November (Brown et al., 
1998; Cochrane, 2001; DEC, 2008). 

Conservation Status 

Velvet Woollybush is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as declared rare flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Velvet Woollybush is endemic to Western Australia, where it is known from a single 
population within the Katanning area of the southern wheatbelt. The population size of this 
species has been steady with 1000 mature plants recorded in 1992 and 1994. Population and 
occupancy trends cannot be determined as this data has not been recorded (DEC, 2008). 

Velvet Woollybush grows in peaty soils, among rocks, where it is often dominant as dense 
shrubs with other species including Eucalyptus marginata (Jarrah) and Lachnostachys spp. 
(Brown et al., 1998; DEC, 2008). This species occurs within the South Coast (Western 
Australia) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to Velvet Woollybush is dieback caused by Phytophthora 
cinnamomi. The species is presumed highly susceptible to dieback, which causes the roots of 
affected plants to rot (Brown et al., 1998; DEC, 2008).  

The main potential threats to Velvet Woollybush include fire and anthropogenic landscape 
changes. Although fire has been associated with heavy seed germination, it kills adult and 
juvenile plants (Graham & Mitchell, 2001). The impact of human activities may increase the 
spread and intensification of dieback. One human activity that could easily spread dieback is 
the alteration of water flows within the area (EA, 2001; DEC, 2008). 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Velvet Woollybush. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to water table levels or alter 

runoff amounts. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and/or covenants 

on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Fire 
 Implement a suitable fire management strategy for Velvet Woollybush.  
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
 If necessary, implement appropriate management actions to minimise the adverse impacts 

of existing Phytophthora cinnamomi infestations. 
 Implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites from further outbreaks of 

dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi.   
 Fence populations to avoid infestation of dieback (Graham & Mitchell, 2001). 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Velvet Woollybush within the local community. Provide fact sheets to 

local authorities and residents to encourage further sightings. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Velvet 
Woollybush, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Declared Rare Flora on the Katanning District (Graham & Mitchell, 2001), and  
 Threat Abatement Plan for Dieback Caused by the Root-rot Fungus Phytophthora 

cinnamomi (EA, 2001). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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