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Advice from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 
on the list of Threatened Species under the  

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Pimelea leptospermoides (a shrub) 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Pimelea leptospermoides F.Muell.  

This species was previously known as Pimelea umbratica.  

State Listing Status Listed as rare under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992. 

Description A woody compact shrub growing 0.3–1 m high. Leaves are alternate, 
obovate and 7–22 mm long. Flowers are white, tubular, 6–10 mm long 
with 1–6 flowers borne in the leaf axils. The inside of the tube is hairy 
(Rye, 1990). 

Distribution Endemic to Queensland and is known from near-coastal areas between 
Marlborough and Rockhampton (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

The species is recorded from 11 locations (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009). Populations occur in Aricia State Forest (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009) and Princhester Conservation Park (Pollock, 2001); no 
populations are managed for the conservation of this species. 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Restricted to soils derived from serpentine on ridges, slopes and flats. It 
occurs in Eucalyptus fibrosa subsp. fibrosa – Corymbia xanthope 
woodland, often with a shrubby understorey including Xanthorrhoea 
johnsonii, Acacia spp. and Macrozamia serpentina. Altitudinal range is 
30–150 m with annual rainfall around 700 mm (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009). 

Within serpentine habitat, this species occurs in most vegetation 
communities except riverine forest on black clays or dry rainforest on 
stony clay loams and clay (Pollock, 2001). 

Flowers have been recorded throughout the year, with peak flowering in 
May–October (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). It regenerates after 
disturbance along roadsides and after tree fall and fire (Pollock, 2001).  

Threats  

Known The current known threats to the species are habitat destruction or 
modification from pasture improvement and mining (Pollock, 2001). 
Impacts from mining may increase due to the increasing interest in open 
cut mining of serpentine deposits in central Queensland (Batianoff et al., 
2000). 

Potential Potential threats to this species may include inappropriate fire regimes 
and destruction of habitat by timber harvesting and related forestry 
operations (Pollock, 2001). 

A draft species management profile has been developed for foresters, 
forest resource managers and forest planners to implement strategies 
for the amelioration of impacts during forest operations (Pollock, 2001). 
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3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business days. 
Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been considered by the 
Committee. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – The current known threats to the species are 

habitat destruction or modification from pasture improvement and 
mining (Pollock, 2001). It is suggested that future impacts from 
mining may increase due to the increasing interest in open cut 
mining of serpentine deposits in central Queensland (Batianoff et al., 
2000).  

These threats may have an adverse impact on the distribution and 
population of the species.  However, it is difficult to assess the 
severity of these impacts and whether this species will undergo a 
substantial decline as a result. 

 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 
restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution  

AND 

Restricted – The species has an extent of occurrence of 3000 km2

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009) and an unknown area of occupancy. 

No – The species is known from 11 locations, the distribution is not 
considered severely fragmented and fluctuations have not been 
recorded (Queensland Herbarium, 2009).   
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Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; and 
either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high or 
substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – There are no data on the total population size. 
Herbarium label data (Queensland Herbarium, 2009) indicates that it 
is often ‘locally common’. 

Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – There are no data on the total population size. 
Herbarium label data (Queensland Herbarium, 2009) indicates that it 
is often ‘locally common’. 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Yes – The current known threats to the species are habitat 
destruction or modification from pasture improvement and mining 
(Pollock, 2001). It is suggested that future impacts from mining may 
increase due to the increasing interest in open cut mining of 
serpentine deposits in central Queensland (Batianoff et al., 2000).  

These threats may have an adverse impact on the distribution and 
population of the species; however, it is difficult to assess the 
severity of these impacts. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2 

 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or low 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Insufficient data – See Criterion 3 

 

Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 

 (b) 20% in the near future; or 

 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 
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Criterion element Evidence 
Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

 

5. Recommendation 

Although there are insufficient data to assess the species against the criteria, the Committee 
recommends a precautionary approach be applied and hence that no amendment be made to the 
list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act and that Pimelea leptospermoides remains eligible 
for inclusion in the vulnerable category of the list. 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

2 December 2010 
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