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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Pimelea leptospermoides 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Pimelea leptospermoides, Family Thymelaeaceae, is a shrub growing to 1 m high. Leaves are 
elliptic, blue-green on the upper surface, paler on the lower surface, 7–22 mm long, 2–7 mm 
wide and arranged alternately on the stem. Flowers are white and bisexual or male in the 
upper axils. Young stems and flowers are hairy, while the leaves have sparse hairs on either 
leaf surfaces, or just the lower surface. Flowering occurs between May and October.  

Pimelea leptospermoides was included under P. umbratica by Threlfall (1982), but can be 
distinguished by lateral veins on the leaves.   

Conservation Status 

Pimelea leptospermoides is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Pimelea leptospermoides 
is also listed as rare under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland).   

RECOMMEND DELISTING 

Distribution and Habitat 

Pimelea leptospermoides occurs from near Marlborough to Rockhampton in Queensland. 
This species grows on stony hillsides and sandy clay in Eucalyptus fibrosa and Corymbia 
xanthope open woodland (BRI collection records, n.d.; Rye, 1990, p. 172). It has been 
discovered to be a hypernickel-accumulator (plants that accumulate extremely high levels of 
nickel in the shoots) and is widespread on serpentine soils in the central Queensland area 
(Batianoff et al., 2000). This species occurs within the Fitzroy (Queensland) Natural Resource 
Management Region. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant 
and co-dominant)” EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological community.  

Threats 

The main potential threats to P. leptospermoides include localised extinction due to restricted 
distribution, vegetation clearing, changed fire regimes, mining and inappropriate timber 
harvesting (ANRA, 2007).  

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
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 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of P. leptospermoides. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure road widening, mining and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or 

development activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where 
P. leptospermoides occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use, including mining and timber harvesting, at 

known sites. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for P. leptospermoides. 
 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination and/or 

vegetation regeneration.  
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps.  

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of P. leptospermoides within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to P. leptospermoides, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Information Sources: 

Australian Natural Resources Atlas (ANRA) 2007, Biodiversity Assessment – Central Mackay Coast – Species at 
risk and the Threatening Process, Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, viewed 23 June 
2008, <http://www.anra.gov.au/topics/vegetation/assessment/qld/ibra-cmc-species-threats.html>. 

Batianoff, GN, Neldner, VJ & Singh, S 2000, ‘Vascular plant census and floristic analysis of serpentine 
landscapes in central Queensland’, Proceedings of the Royal Society of Queensland, vol. 109, pp. 1–30. 

BRI collection records (undated), Queensland Herbarium specimens. 

Council of Head of Australian Botanic Gardens (CHABG) 1994, Census of Plants in Botanic Gardens, viewed 
24 June 2008,<http://www.anbg.gov.au/chabg/census/index.html>.  
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