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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999). 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Kennedia retrorsa 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Kennedia retrorsa, Family Fabaceae, is a vigorous perennial climber or mat-like herb covered 
with rusty or white hairs, with leaves consisting of three broad-elliptic to obovate or circular 
leaflets. Flowers are bright pink-purple and borne in long racemes arising in the leaf axils and 
appear between September and December. Fruits appear between December and January. The 
species is likely to be fire sensitive (Leigh et al., 1984; Benson & McDougall, 1996; DECC, 
2005). 

Conservation Status 
Kennedia retrorsa is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Kennedia retrorsa is restricted to Mt Dangar and Goulburn River Valley near Putty, NSW 
(Harden, 1991; Benson & McDougall, 1996). The species occurs within Goulburn River and 
Wollemi National Parks, and on nearby private land (DECC, 2005). It is found in a variety of 
habitats, from mountainsides to riparian zones, in eucalypt woodland or wet forest with 
Eucalyptus deanei or along creeks with Leptospermum polygalifolium. The species occupies 
sheltered sites, generally north facing at 0–300 m altitude in cool damp situations, with an 
intermittent supply of moisture, and is also known to occur on exposed rocky ridgelines. The 
substrate tends to be rocky with sandy soil but associated with volcanic neck (Leigh et al., 
1984; Benson & McDougall, 1996; DECC, 2005). Associated species include Acacia crassa, 
Angophora floribunda, Corymbia trachyphloia, Eucalyptus caleyi, E. crebra, E. dawsonii, E. 
dwyeri, E. fibrosa, E. punctata, E. sideroxylon, E. sparsifolia and E. tereticornis (NSW 
NPWS, 2000). This species occurs within the Hunter-Central Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource 
Management Region.  

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum 
Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to K. retrorsa include grazing (Leigh et al., 1984), habitat loss and 
fragmentation, and frequent fire (DECC, 2005). Fire intervals of less than 10–15 years are 
likely to result in sub-population declines, and fire intervals of less than three to four years are 
likely to result in K. retrorsa extinction (NSW NPWS, 2000). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• Research the response of the species to fire (DECC, 2005).  
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• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences. 

• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Kennedia retrorsa. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

K. retrorsa.  
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for K. retrorsa.  
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of K. retrorsa within the local community. 

Establishing Additional Populations  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Kennedia retrorsa. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect areas of habitat from clearing through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants (DECC, 2005). 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate grazing regimes are 

conducted. 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing 

or other barriers. 

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 
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• Include or review the hazard reduction conditions on the Threatened Species Hazard 
Reduction List (DECC, 2005). 

• Ensure the species and its habitats is considered when planning hazard reduction burning 
activities (DECC, 2005). 

 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to K. retrorsa, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• Wollemi National Park Fire Management Strategy (DEC, 2005) and Management Plan 

(NSW NPWS, 2001), and 
• Goulburn River National Park Fire Management Plan (DEC, 2004) and Management Plan 

(NSW NPWS, 2003). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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