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Conservation Advice 

Grevillea floripendula 
drooping grevillea 

Conservation Status 
Grevillea floripendula (drooping grevillea) is listed as Vulnerable under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act). The species is eligible 
for listing as prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as Vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). 

The main factors that are the cause of the species being eligible for listing in the Vulnerable 
category are its limited number of mature individuals (<10 000), an inferred continuing decline 
and its geographic distribution is precarious for its survival based on the number of mature 
individuals in each subpopulation i.e. </= 1000. 

Grevillea floripendula is listed as Threatened on the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 
1988, and listed as Vulnerable on the non-statutory Advisory List of Rare or Threatened Plants 
in Victoria. 

Description 
The drooping grevillea is a prostrate to spreading shrub growing to 1 m high. Leaves are ovate 
(egg-shaped), 20–65 mm long and 15–40 mm wide, usually heavily divided (pinnatisect to 
pinnatifid), with 5–9 angular-obovate lobes, each ending in a spine. The upper surface is bright 
to dull green, smooth or slightly hairy, with short, recurved margins. The lower surface is light 
green with a sparse covering of hairs. Leaves often have a pungent odour (Carter & Walsh 
2006; Vic. DSE 2009; Walsh & Entwisle 1996). Flower clusters are terminal (at the end of 
stems), usually pendulous (drooping) and 30–55 mm long. Flowers are green to mauve. Fruits 
have longitudinal brown bands and are covered in small silky hairs (ABRS undated; Carter & 
Walsh 2006; Vic. DSE 2009; Walsh & Entwisle 1996). 

Two forms have been identified: the Ben Major form has a sprawling, mostly prostrate habit, 
leaves are shallowly divided and flowers have a red tinge. It is restricted to Ben Major State 
Forest; the Musical Gully form grows to 1m tall and is more shrubby, leaves are more deeply 
divided and flowers are variable in colour (Olde & Marriott 1995). 

The drooping grevillea is distinguished from the related Grevillea steiglitziana and Grevillea 
dryophylla by its slender, wiry and glabrous peduncles (Walsh & Entwisle 1996). 

Distribution 
The drooping grevillea is restricted to a small area north of Beaufort (approximately 160 km west 
of Melbourne); from Waterloo to Ben Major Forest (Carter & Walsh 2006; Vic. DSE 2009; Walsh 
& Entwisle 1996) in the Victorian Midlands IBRA Bioregion (DEH 2000). 

In 1997, the drooping grevillea was known to occur in about 21 populations with a total of about 
4000 plants. There have been a number of individual plants recorded in 2015 on the Atlas of 
Living Australia (ALA  2016).   

Relevant Biology/Ecology 
The drooping grevillea occurs in dry, open forest on shallow quartzitic soils (Walsh & Entwisle 
1996). Associated overstorey species may include Eucalyptus goniocalyx, E. aromaphloia and 
E. macrorhyncha. Understorey species may include Daviesia leptophylla, Dianella revoluta, 
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Epacris impressa, Joycea pallida, Lomandra sororia and/or Poa sieberiana var. sieberiana (Vic 
DSE 2009). 

The drooping grevillea flowers from October to December (ABRS undated). Little is known of the 
biology of the species. Anecdotal evidence suggests that this species is an obligate seed 
regenerator, with standing plants killed by fire and new individuals appearing after fire. 
Recruitment between fire events has been observed; suggesting some other disturbance event 
e.g. digging by native fauna in populations of the drooping grevillea may also cue germination. 
The species is likely to be pollinated by honeyeaters, such as the eastern spinebill 
(Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris) (Vic. DSE 2009). 

Threats 

Table 1 - Threats 

Threat factor Threat 
type 

Threat 
status 

Evidence base 

Invasive species 

Weed 
infestation 

known current Roadsides that are heavily weed infested and 
infrequently burnt tend to have low abundance 
of drooping grevillea. 

Habitat loss disturbance and modifications 

Gold 
prospecting 

known current Amateur gold prospecting in the area is 
common, and trampling of plants is apparent in 
some areas. 

Timber 
harvesting & 
firewood 
collection 

potential future Disturbance associated with timber harvesting 
and firewood collection poses a threat to some 
populations. 

Road 
maintenance 

potential future Many populations occur close to roads and 
tracks, and may be prone to physical damage 
from grading or other track maintenance. Some 
plants may survive and resprout, depending on 
grading methods. 

Fire 

Fire 
frequency 

potential future Important populations of drooping grevillea tend 
to occur in largely intact vegetation, where too 
frequent fires are likely to be the major threat. 
Although recruitment tends to be scarce at sites 
that are unburnt for more than 10 years, an 
appropriate fire interval for drooping grevillea 
depends on longevity of the seedbank, 
germination cues and sensitivity of recruitment 
to varied post-fire conditions, which are currently 
unknown. 

Conservation Actions 

Conservation and Management priorities 
Invasive species 

o Identify and remove new weeds and control established weeds that could become a 
threat to the drooping grevillea or its habitat.. Consider targeted herbicide application, 
hand removal and other methods to minimise disturbance/overspray threats associated 
with the control method. 
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Habitat loss, disturbance and modifications 
o Protect habitat from large- and small-scale clearing by implementing appropriate 

environmental planning, zoning and development approval processes. 
o Prevent habitat disturbance. Control access routes by fencing, to suitably constrain 

vehicle and public access for known sites on public land to prevent accidental damage 
from road works and gold prospecting. 

o Ensure land managers are aware of the species’ occurrence and provide protection 
measures against key and potential threats. 

o Erect appropriate conservation signs. 
o Provide a map to the local council to ensure that they are aware of the populations to 

prevent accidental damage along roadsides and provide for appropriate management of 
road maintenance activities. 

Fire 
o Avoid exposure of populations to high frequency fire (<10 year intervals), until fire 

responses are resolved (see below).  
o Any use of prescribed or experimental fires must be justified in an adaptive management 

framework involving objectives of both learning and management. Prescribed fire 
operations should be integrated into an experimental design and a monitoring program 

o Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 
agreement to avoid disturbance during fire management operations. 

Stakeholder Engagement 
o Engage co-operation of relevant stakeholders including public land managers (Vic DPI, 

Shire of Pyrenees), and the general public (including gold prospectors). 
o Ensure recent scientific knowledge is incorporated into public land management of Ben 

Major Flora Reserve and Pyrenees Shire roadsides. 
o Identify opportunities for community involvement in the conservation of drooping grevillea.  
o Evaluate opportunities for citizen science in monitoring programs (see below). 

 
Survey and Monitoring priorities 
 

• Assess  the area and extent of populations; estimate the number, size and structure of 
populations, and estimate population change by conducting detailed field and desk top 
surveys. 

• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 
existing programs to monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of 
management actions and the need to adapt them if necessary. Measure population 
trends and responses against recovery actions by collecting demographic information 
including recruitment and mortality, timing of life history stages and morphological data. 
Develop and implement monitoring techniques. Collect biannual census data for target 
populations. 

• Identify and survey potential habitat, using ecological and bioclimatic information that may 
indicate habitat preference. 

• Collate, analyse and report on census data and evaluate effect of management histories 
on population growth rates. 
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Information and research priorities  

• Investigate options for linking, enhancing habitat or establishing additional populations. 
• Research the species' response to fire using observational methods and laboratory 

experiments that have minimal impacts on the species population and its habitat. 
• Establish a seed bank and determine seed viability. Identify long-term storage facility. 

Store seed from robust populations. 
• Undertake seed germination trials to determine the requirements for successful 

establishment.  
• Evaluate current reproductive/regenerative status by determining seed bank status and 

longevity, fecundity, germination mechanisms and recruitment levels. Quantify seed 
bank/regenerative potential for target populations. 

• Establish cultivated plants ex-situ for inclusion in living collections to safeguard against 
any unforeseen destruction of wild populations. Noting that plants tend to be short lived 
in cultivation unless grafted on to hardy compatible rootstocks (N. Marriott, pers comm.). 

• Research the effects of public access where this is likely and the effects are unknown. 
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