
Advice to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage from the Threatened Species 
Scientific Committee on Amendments to the list of Threatened Species under the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1.  Scientific name (common name) 

Acacia praetermissa  (a shrub) 

 

2.  Description 

Acacia praetermissa is a multi-stemmed woody shrub, with stems growing from 
approximately 50cm to 2 metres high.  Leaves are narrow and blueish in colour.  Flowers 
occur in rod-like spikes and are bright yellow.  Flowering can occur between January to 
September, with fruiting in January, March, and July through to October. 

 

3.  National Context 

Acacia praetermissa is endemic to the Northern Territory.  It is currently known from two 
general locations – near Emerald Springs and Hayes Creek, south of Darwin. 

The species is currently listed as vulnerable under the Northern Territory Territory Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation Act 2000.   

 

4.  How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria. 

The Committee judges the species to be eligible for listing as vulnerable under the EPBC 
Act.  The justification against the criteria is as follows: 

Criterion 1 – It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 
the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers. 

Acacia praetermissa is known from two general locations in the Northern Territory – near 
Emerald Springs and Hayes Creek, south of Darwin.  Further survey is required to record the 
size of these populations, however, there is evidence to indicate that the species is restricted 
in abundance.  Information from collectors’ notes held by the NT Herbarium, indicates there 
are approximately 30 individuals in the population near Emerald Springs and between 100-
250 individuals in the population near Hayes Creek.  This indicates a population size for the 
species of approximately 300 individuals. 

Due to a lack of historical survey information, there are no quantitative data available to 
indicate past trends in the population size of the species, nor any current evidence to suggest 
that the species is likely to undergo a decline in numbers in the immediate future.   

Therefore, there are no quantitative data available to assess the species against this criterion. 
 

Criterion 2 –Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and 
is very restricted, restricted or limited. 
The geographic distribution of Acacia praetermissa is restricted.  The species is only known 
from two general locations in the Northern Territory - near Emerald Springs and Hayes 
Creek.  The extent of occurrence of this species is not easily determined as the populations are 
distributed linearly along the Stuart Highway for approximately 52 km and less than 1 km in 
width.  Further survey is required to accurately record the area of occupancy of the species, 



however, information from collectors’ notes held at the NT Herbarium indicates the 
population near Emerald Springs is approximately 1 ha in size and the population near Hayes 
Creek is approximately 1.5 ha in size. 

There is no quantative data from which to infer past area of occupancy or past extent of 
occurrence and therefore there is no quantitative way to indicate past trends in the species 
geographic distribution. 

Whilst the populations of existing adults appear stable, a potential threat to Acacia 
praetermissa is fire, as areas adjacent to the Stuart Highway are frequently burnt (Kerrigan et 
al 2004).  While the species can resprout from a perennial rootbase, the longer term impact of 
frequent fire on the longevity of adults and on their ability to re-sprout are unknown.  Further 
research would be required to determine the species’ response to fire disturbance.  In addition, 
due to the location of the species along the Stuart Highway, activities such as road widening, 
or disturbance associated with road maintenance may pose a threat to the species. 

The geographic distribution of Acacia praetermissa is precarious to its survival and is 
restricted.  Therefore, the species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under this criterion. 

 

Criterion 3 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is limited to a particular 
degree and: (a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a 
particular rate; or (b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic 
distribution is precarious for its survival. 

Information from collectors’ notes held at the NT Herbarium indicates that the population size 
of Acacia praetermissa is approximately 300 individuals.  There are approximately 30 
individuals from the population near Emerald Springs and between 100-250 individuals from 
the population near Hayes Creek.  However, due to a lack of historical survey information, 
there are no quantitative data available to indicate past trends in the population size of the 
species, nor any current evidence to suggest that the species will continue to decline at a 
particular rate. 

Therefore, there are no quantitative data available to assess the species against this criterion. 
 

Criterion 4 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very 
low or low. 

The total number of individuals of this species is low as its total population size is 
approximately 300 individuals.  Acacia praetermissa also has a very restricted area of 
occupancy (approximately 2.5 ha) and is only found in two locations.  Further, the species is 
potentially vulnerable to threats such as fire and disturbance activities such as road widening 
or road maintenance. 

Therefore, the species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under this criterion. 

 

Criterion 5 - Probability of extinction in the wild 
There are no quantitative data available to assess the species against this criterion. 
 

 

 

 



5.  CONCLUSION 

Acacia praetermissa is known from two general locations in the Northern Territory – near 
Emerald Springs and Hayes Creek, south of Darwin.  The species has a very restricted area of 
occupancy (approximately 2.5 ha), and the total number of individuals of this species is low, 
with a total population of approximately 300 individuals.  The species is potentially 
vulnerable to threats such as fire and disturbance activities such as road widening or road 
maintenance, but there is no evidence of current decline in species numbers. 

The species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under criteria 2 and 4. 

 

 

6.  Recommendation 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by including in the list in the vulnerable category:  

Acacia praetermissa (a shrub) 
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