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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Acacia praetermissa 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Acacia praetermissa, Family Mimosaceae, is a sub-erect shrub to 1.8 m high with smooth, 
bluish-grey, blotched bark. Phyllodes are spreading, sickle-shaped, 7.5–17 cm long and 3–
16 mm wide, with a prominent midrib and 2–4 less prominent parallel nerves. Flowers are in 
golden spikes 1–2.7 cm long. Pods are straight or slightly constricted between the seeds, more 
or less flat, 4.5–10.5 cm long, woody and opening elastically from the apex. Seeds are brown 
and 5.5–7 mm long. Acacia praetermissa flowers from February to August (Tindale & 
Kodela, 2001).  

Conservation Status 
Acacia praetermissa is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, in 2006, the Minister considered the Threatened Species Scientific Committee’s 
(TSSC) advice under section 189 of the EPBC Act and amended the list under section 184 to 
include Acacia praetermissa. The TSSC determined that this species met criteria 2 and 4 of 
their eligibility criteria (TSSC, 2006a). The species is also listed as vulnerable under the 
Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 2000 (Northern Territory).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Acacia praetermissa is known from two locations near Emerald Springs and Hayes Creek in 
the Northern Territory, south of Darwin (Woinarski et al., 2007). The known populations 
extend adjacent to the Stuart Highway for approximately 52 km and less than 1 km in width 
(Woinarski et al., 2007). Information from herbarium records suggests a population of about 
30 plants in the Emerald Springs population and 100–250 individuals in the population near 
Hayes Creek (Woinarski et al., 2007). The area of occupancy is estimated to be approximately 
1 ha near Emerald Springs and 1.5 ha near Hayes Creek (TSSC, 2006a). Tindale & Kodela 
(2001) reported the occurrence of A. praetermissa at Noonamah near Darwin. This record was 
based on a herbarium specimen that is currently determined as Acacia oligoneura (MEL 
collection details, n.d.). Dunlop et al. (1995) and Briggs & Leigh (1996) reported the presence 
of A. praetermissa in Litchfield National Park. There are no herbarium specimen records of 
A. praetermissa in this area (AVH, 2008). This species occurs on hillsides in lateritic soil or 
sandy silt in eucalypt woodland (Tindale & Kodela, 2001). This species occurs within the 
Northern Territory Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main potential threats to A. praetermissa are frequent burning of areas adjacent to the 
Stuart Highway where this species occurs; lack of seedling recruitment; road maintenance 
disturbance due to its location; and risk from stochastic events due to restricted distribution 
and low numbers (Woinarski et al., 2007).  
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Monitor the two currently known populations to determine the ongoing trend in 

population numbers (TSSC, 2006b). 
• Undertake research into the impact of fire on A. praetermissa, investigating the effects of 

frequent fires on the longevity of plants and their ability to resprout (Woinarski et al., 
2007). 

• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements, and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants, especially in Litchfield National Park.  

• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Acacia praetermissa. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where A. praetermissa 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Acacia praetermissa. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of A. praetermissa within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to A. praetermissa, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Information Sources: 
Briggs, JD & Leigh, JH 1996, Rare or Threatened Australian Plants, Centre for Plant Biodiversity Research, 
CSIRO Division of Plant Industry, Canberra. 
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