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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus brevipes (Mukinbudin Mallee) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Eucalyptus brevipes, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Mukinbudin Mallee, is a mallee 
growing up to 5m tall (Brooker, 1986), with a stocking of rough, grey-brown bark on the 
lower trunk (Kelly et al., 1995). The smooth, light green juvenile leaves alternate along the 
stem, are up to 8 cm long and 1.5 cm wide, and have short stalks. The green adult leaves are 
also narrow, up to 10 cm long and 8 mm wide. They are on stalks and are held somewhat 
erect. They are at first slightly glossy, and become very glossy as they mature. Unbranched 
inflorescences of seven white flowers are held in the leaf axils. Barrel-shaped to cup-shaped 
fruits, 5–7 mm long and 5 mm wide, are held on short stalks. They are whitish, with a thin rim 
and a descending disc, and the valves have longitudinal grooves. Flowering occurs from July 
to September (Mollemans et al., 1993; Brown et al., 1998). 

The erect adult leaves and shorter inflorescence stalks distinguish Mukinbudin Mallee from 
Snap and Rattle (Eucalyptus gracilis). 

Conservation Status 
Mukinbudin Mallee is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as declared rare flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Mukinbudin Mallee is endemic to Western Australia and is known from 14 populations 
surrounding Bonnie Rock, north of Mukinbudin. Ten of these populations occur on 
unallocated crown land and an adjoining road reserve, one occurs on private property, another 
is located on a road verge, and one record from 1979 has not had the land status confirmed 
(DEC, 2008). It is estimated that there are 320 mature plants in nine of these populations; the 
other populations have either not been recorded or not been thoroughly surveyed. The extent 
of occurrence for the species is estimated to be 1780 km2. There is insufficient data available 
to determine the area of occupancy. Most populations appear to be stable, with one population 
on unallocated crown land experiencing a major decline from 17 plants to one plant in less 
than four years (DEC, 2008). This species occurs within the Avon (Western Australia) 
Natural Resource Management Region. 

Mukinbudin Mallee is found on soils ranging from pale red-brown loams to white sand and 
quartzite outcrop (Mollemens et al., 1993; Brown et al., 1998), on flat terrain (Kelly et al., 
1995). It grows in open shrub mallee over open low scrub with York Gum (Eucalyptus 
loxophleba), Eucalyptus kochii subsp. plenissima, and Acacia acuminata (Kelly et al., 1995; 
Brown et al., 1998).  

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 
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Threats 
The main identified threats to Mukinbudin Mallee are fire, road works, and firebreak 
maintenance activities. It is thought to re-sprout from a lignotuber after fire, although the 
seasonality and fire intensity may have a detrimental impact on the species (Mollemans et al., 
1993). Roadside populations and those situated near firebreaks are threatened by maintenance 
activities and accidental damage.  

The main potential threats to Mukinbudin Mallee include threats from farming practices, such 
as grazing, soil compaction from stock, erosion, and herbicide drift (DEC, 2008). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements, fire ecology, 

and the relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Mukinbudin Mallee. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites, such as soil compaction from 

stock, erosion, and herbicide drift. 
• Ensure road and firebreak widening and maintenance activities involving substrate or 

vegetation disturbance in areas where Mukinbudin Mallee occurs do not adversely impact 
on known populations. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 
private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 
• Prevent grazing and trampling pressure at known sites through exclusion fencing or other 

barriers.  

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Mukinbudin Mallee.  
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and land 

managers and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, 
risk register and/or operation maps. 
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Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Mukinbudin Mallee within the local community. To prevent any 

accidental damage of known populations, provide fact sheets/information brochures to road 
maintenance managers; map and sign known populations; and discuss the species onsite.  

• Inform landowners in the area and involve industry or community interest groups in field 
surveys.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Mukinbudin 
Mallee, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Western Australia Wildlife Program No. 9: Declared Rare Flora and Other Plants in 
Need of Special Protection in the Merredin District (Mollemans et al., 1993).   

This was the most current prescription at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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