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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus ceracea (Seppelt Range Gum) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Eucalyptus ceracea, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Seppelt Range Gum, is a small, 
striking tree with yellow, flaky, fibrous bark. The stems of seedlings and juvenile plants are 
hairy. Juvenile leaves are opposite, with very short stalks, and occupy the entire crown of the 
tree. The mature leaves are 4.5 cm long and 3 cm wide and are opposite, stalkless and usually 
oval. The leaves, buds and fruits are covered with a white wax. The inflorescence is simple, 
axillary, to nine-flowered. The flowers have orange stamens and are on stalks up to 3 cm long. 
The capsules vary from a narrow urn shape with a long narrow neck and apex to egg-shaped 
with a short narrow neck. Flowering occurs from August to November (Brooker & Done, 
1986; Brown et al., 1998). 

Conservation Status 

Seppelt Range Gum is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Seppelt Range Gum is 
also listed as declared rare flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Seppelt Range Gum is endemic to Western Australia and is only known from two populations 
at the one location in the Seppelt Range, north of Wyndham. Both populations are located on 
land vested in the Aboriginal Land Trust. The number of mature flowering plants has not been 
estimated due to the lack of access to the area. The extent of occurrence is likely to be less 
than 50 km2. Area of occupancy has not been recorded but is likely to be less than 
1 km2.There are insufficient data to determine population trends (DEC, 2008).  

Seppelt Range Gum is found on jumbled boulders of coarse grained quartz sandstone over 
spinifex (Plectrachne sp.) and among trees of Darwin Box (Eucalyptus tectifica), Darwin 
Stringybark (E. tetrodonta) and Ironwood (Erythrophleum chlorostachys) (Brooker & Done, 
1986; DEC, 2008). This species occurs within the Rangelands (Western Australia) Natural 
Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main potential threats to Seppelt Range Gum include mining, fire and limited 
distribution. An exploration licence exists over the land containing both known populations, 
although no mining is occurring. Fire may potentially affect the viability of the populations. It 
is not known how the species responds to fire, but frequent fire may deplete the soil seed bank 
if they recur before regenerating or juvenile plants reach maturity and replenish the soil seed 
bank. The very small distribution of Seppelt Range Gum could make it susceptible to a single 
event, such as fire, wiping out the population (DEC, 2008). 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs.  
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the relative 

impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
 Undertake seed germination trials to determine the requirements for successful 

establishment. 
 Determine the response to fire, including the time needed for young plants to set viable 

seed. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Seppelt Range Gum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Ensure infrastructure or development activities involving substrate or vegetation 

disturbance in areas where Seppelt Range Gum occurs do not adversely impact on known 
populations. 

 Investigate formal conservation arrangements or management agreements on Aboriginal 
Trust Land. 

 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Seppelt Range Gum 

which includes control measures and recommended fire frequency.  
 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote vegetation regeneration 

and/or recruitment from seedlings.  
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Seppelt Range Gum with the Aboriginal communities associated with 

the area in which it occurs. 
 Raise awareness of Seppelt Range Gum with exploration and mining companies who 

register an interest in the area 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Seppelt Range 
Gum, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the conservation advice.  
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