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Conservation Advice 

Atrichornis clamosus 

noisy scrub-bird 

Taxonomy 

Conventionally accepted as Atrichornis clamosus (Gould 1844). 
 
Summary of assessment 
 
Conservation status  

Endangered: Criterion 1, 2 and 3.  

The highest category for which Atrichornis clamosus is eligible to be listed is Endangered. 

Atrichornis clamosus has been found to be eligible for listing under the following categories:  

Criterion 1: Endangered 

Criterion 2: Endangered 

Criterion 3: Endangered 

Criterion 4: Vulnerable   

The noisy scrub-bird is listed as Endangered under Western Australian legislation (Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950). For information on the listing status of this species under relevant state 
legislation, see http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/sprat.pl. 
 
Reason for conservation assessment by the Threatene d Species Scientific Committee 

The noisy scrub-bird was listed as Vulnerable under the predecessor to the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), the Endangered Species 
Protection Act 1992 and transferred to the EPBC Act in July 2000.   

This advice follows assessment of new information provided to the Threatened Species 
Scientific Committee (the Committee) to change the listing status of the noisy scrub-bird to 
Endangered.       
 
Public consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment and a consultation document was made available for public 
comment for 30 business days between 4 April and 19 May 2016. Any comments received that 
were relevant to the survival of the species were considered by the Committee as part of the 
assessment process. 
 
Species information 
 
Description 

The noisy scrub-bird is a small, solidly built bird measuring 22-26 cm in length. The species has 
a triangular head profile, strong pointed bill, powerful legs, long graduated tail and short rounded 
wings. Adults are brown above with rufous wings and faint dark cross barring extending from the 
head to the tip of the tail. The dark bars are very fine on the head, broader and more obvious on 
the back and form irregular bands on the tail feathers. The underparts are paler with a buff 
coloured abdomen grading to bright rufous around the vent.  
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The species is sexually dimorphic in size and plumage. During the breeding season, females 
have a mean weight of 34 g while males have a mean weight of 51 g. Adult males have a dark 
grey band of variable width across the off-white throat and prominent white side flashes. 
Females have cream coloured throats. Juveniles lack barring and have buff foreneck and breast 
(BirdLife International 2017; DEC 2011). 

 
Distribution  

The noisy scrub-bird is endemic to south-west Western Australia (Garnett et al. 2011). 
Historically, the noisy scrub-bird was recorded from three main areas across the south-west of 
Western Australia in the 19th century, these being: near Waroona on the west coast, the 
Margaret River-Augusta area, and around Albany (Whittell 1943). No confirmed records for the 
species were recorded from 1889 to 1961. In 1961, a small population (less than 100 
individuals) was discovered at Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve, east of Albany (Webster 1962; 
Danks et al. 1996; BirdLife International 2017). Over ten translocation attempts have occurred 
since 1983 (Higgins et al 2001; Cowen 2014). Only three translocated groups are currently 
extant (Cowen 2014).  

The noisy scrub-bird currently occurs in two subpopulations. On the mainland, the species 
occurs as a single subpopulation from Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve to Cheyne Beach 
(BirdLife International 2017; Danks 1991; Danks et al. 1996; Gilfillan et al. 2009). Within this 
largely contiguous region, the sites where the species is known to occur are Moates Lake-
Gardner Lake, Mount Gardner, Angove River-Normans Inlet, Mount Manypeaks Nature 
Reserve, Waychinicup National Park and Mermaid Point (BirdLife International 2017; DPaW 
2014). These sites are connected by corridors of suitable habitat that have been observed to 
facilitate the movement of individuals (Danks 1991; Danks et al. 1996; S Comer pers. comm. 
2012 as cited in DPaW 2014). 

There is an introduced subpopulation on Bald Island, off the coast of Cheyne Beach (BirdLife 
International 2017), which is isolated from the other locations. This subpopulation has 
successfully established from a small founder group of only eight males and three females 
(Comer et al. 2010). The subpopulation is continuing to increase with successful breeding 
(DPaW 2014).  

The species has also been reintroduced to a site near the locality of Drakesbrook, south of 
Perth. However, breeding has not been confirmed at this site, despite the translocation of  
100 individuals (Garnett et al. 2011). This population will not be considered in this listing 
assessment as it is not considered to be self-sustaining.  
 
Relevant biology/ecology 

The preferred habitat of the noisy scrub-bird is dense, unburnt understorey vegetation of low 
forest, scrub thicket and occasionally heath that occur in gullies, drainage lines and lowland 
areas (DPaW 2014; Danks et al. 1996). Dense clumps of sedges and shrubs, and piles of debris 
provide important cover for nesting, and small, open areas with a thick accumulation of leaf litter 
provides important foraging habitat for the species (BirdLife International 2017; Danks et al. 
1996). The noisy scrub-bird primarily feeds on litter-dwelling macroinvertebrates and 
occasionally on small vertebrates such as frogs and lizards (Danks & Calver 1993; Danks et al. 
1996; Higgins et al 2001). 

The noisy scrub-bird is most abundant in areas that have been unburnt for more than 20 years 
(Danks et al. 1996). For example, sites on Bald Island have a post-fire age of more than 120 
years (Garnett et al. 2011). Population abundance declines markedly after wildfire (Comer et al. 
2005). Post-fire recolonisation has been observed to occur within two years following the 2004-
2005 wildfires at Mount Manypeaks, but recolonisation only occurred in some territories where 
vegetation regeneration was rapid (Garnett et al. 2011).  

Noisy scrub-birds have limited capacity for flight, being unable to sustain flight for more than a 
few metres. However, they frequently use their small wings to assist in rapid manoeuvring and 
short runs on the ground and in leaping from shrub to shrub. They are also agile climbers, 
moving quickly from shrubs and sedges to the low canopy (DPaW 2014; Danks et al. 1996).  



Atrichornis clamosus (noisy scrub-bird) Conservation Advice 
 

Page 3 of 12 

Adults are sedentary with males defending long term territories and females found to nest in the 
same area each year (Higgins et al 2001). The species disperses along corridors of suitable 
closed vegetation, with birds readily crossing roads but not crossing cleared land (BirdLife 
International 2016). Dispersal tends to be undertaken by sub-adults and translocated individuals 
seeking unoccupied sites (Higgins et al 2001). 

Breeding takes place from April to October. The female lays a single egg in a domed nest, which 
is usually built in a clump of sedge close to the ground (Higgins et al 2001). A generation time of 
six years is derived from an average age at first breeding of two years and a maximum longevity 
of banded birds of ten years (Garnett et al. 2011). 
 
Threats 

The primary threat to the noisy scrub-bird is increasing fire frequency and intensity (Garnett et 
al. 2011; DPaW 2014), which is likely to be compounded by increased predation, including by 
cats and foxes, following intense fire events. The species is threatened by introduced predators 
and potentially threatened by weed invasion, habitat degradation by feral herbivores and 
vegetation dieback due to Phytophthora cinnamomi (DPaW 2014). Climate change is an 
emerging threat due to increased temperature, reduced rainfall and increased storm intensity 
which are likely to increase the threat of fire (CSIRO & BoM 2017; DPaW 2014). 
 
Table 1  – Threats impacting the noisy scrub-bird in approximate order of severity of risk, based 
on available evidence. 

Threat factor  Threat 
type and 
status 

Evidence  base 

Fire 

Increased fire 
frequency 
and intensity 

known 
present 

Noisy scrub-birds require long unburnt habitat to breed (DPaW 
2014). A series of large fires in the Two Peoples Bay Nature 
Reserve and Mount Manypeaks areas between 2000 and 2004, 
and between 2015 and 2016, has caused declines in population 
size and habitat quality on the mainland (BirdLife International 
2017). Wildfires have also caused the extirpation of successful 
translocated subpopulations at Gull Rock National Park and 
Porongurup National Park (Cowen 2014). 

Fire is known to lead to increased predation for cover-dependent 
species. It is inferred from studies on eastern bristlebird that 
cover-dependent birds, such as noisy scrub-birds, are likely to be 
highly susceptible to predation after fire due to loss of dense 
protective cover and a greater number of individuals in small 
refuge areas to which feral predators have increased access 
(Lindenmayer et al. 2009; OEH 2012).  

Over time, the threat from bushfires is likely to increase for noisy 
scrub-birds, as fire intensity and frequency are predicted to 
increase in their primary habitat as a result of climate change 
(Bradstock 2010; Garnett et al. 2013). It is projected with high 
confidence that climate change will result in a harsher fire 
weather climate in south-west Western Australia (CSIRO & BoM 
2017). A warmer, dryer climate is expected to result in increased 
storm intensity and a greater incidence of lightning-caused 
bushfires. Increased storm intensity as a result of climate change 
is suspected to intensify the threat of fire on the noisy scrub-bird 
and its habitat, as well as have implications on fire management 
in the region (DPaW 2014). 
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Prescribed burning practices could also have a deleterious impact 
on the noisy scrub-bird. These potential impacts derive from 
issues including seasonality of burning (i.e. during breeding), 
removal of key forage support (i.e. seeding species) and the 
increase in total fire frequency. 

Invasive species  

Predation by 
cats (Felis 
catus) and 
foxes (Vulpes 
vulpes)  

known 
present  

The noisy scrub-bird is considered to be vulnerable to predation 
due to its sedentary nature and limited capacity for flight. 
Feathers from the species have been detected in the gut of one 
cat trapped on Mt Gardner within the Two Peoples Bay Nature 
Reserve (D. Algar pers. comm. 2012; as reported in DPaW 
2014). Cats have been observed in significant numbers at Two 
Peoples Bay Nature Reserve, Mount Manypeaks Nature Reserve 
and Waychinicup National Park regions where noisy scrub-birds 
occur (DPaW 2014). The number of cats in these areas has 
increased since fox baiting began in 1996 (S Comer pers. comm. 
2012; as reported in DPaW 2014). Cats have been implicated in 
failed translocation events (S Comer pers. comm. 2017). Foxes 
may also prey on the species. However, the impact of predation 
by foxes on the noisy scrub-bird has not been demonstrated. 

Habitat 
degradation 
by weeds 

potential 
present 

Weed invasion has the potential to cause changes in the 
structure and floristic composition of noisy scrub-bird habitat. 
Woody weeds in particular can form large stands with little 
structural variation. Weeds that may be having an impact on the 
noisy scrub-bird include Victorian tea-tree (Leptospermum 
laevigatum), Sydney golden wattle (Acacia longifolia), taylorina 
(Psoralea pinnata), blackberry (Rubus fruticosus aggregate) and 
African boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum) (DPaW 2014). However, 
the impact of weed invasion on the species has not been 
demonstrated. 

Habitat 
degradation 
by introduced 
herbivores 

potential 
present 

Feral herbivores including cattle (Bos taurus) occur within noisy 
scrub-bird habitat. Feral herbivores have the potential to cause 
substantial habitat degradation through disturbance of native 
vegetation and changes in structure and composition. Cattle are 
known to regularly cause disturbance at Angove Lake and 
occasionally cause disturbance of vegetation around Lake 
Gardner (DPaW 2014). However, the impact of introduced 
herbivores on the noisy scrub-bird has not been demonstrated. 

Phytopathogens 

Vegetation 
dieback from 
Phytophthora 
cinnamomi 

potential 
present / 
future 

Phytophthora cinnamomi is causing vegetation dieback in areas 
of known habitat for the noisy scrub-bird including Two Peoples 
Bay Nature Reserve and Waychinicup National Park (DPaW 
2014). Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve has been infected with 
Phytophthora cinnamomi since the 1940’s, and the noisy scrub-
bird appears to have withstood the effects of Phytophthora 
dieback during this timeframe (Gilfillin et al. 2006). However, 
there is currently insufficient information to demonstrate the level 
of impact of Phytophthora dieback on the species. The continued 
loss of vegetation structure and cover as a result of Phytophthora 
dieback has the potential to impact the species.  
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Habitat loss, disturbance and modifications 

Loss of 
dispersal 
corridors 
from habitat 
clearance 

potential 
present / 
future 

Most of the noisy scrub-bird population occurs on protected land. 
However, habitat clearance on private land could cut habitat 
corridors, fragmenting suitable habitat and preventing dispersal 
between locations (BirdLife International 2017). 

Climate change 

Increased 
temperature 
and reduced 
rainfall  

suspected 
future 

It is projected that climate change will result in average 
temperatures continuing to rise across all seasons, and reduced 
winter and spring rainfall in south-west Western Australia (CSIRO 
& BoM 2017). Changes in temperature and rainfall are suspected 
to lead to further losses and degradation of remnant vegetation, 
including food resources, for the noisy scrub-bird (DPaW 2014).  

 
How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC  Act criteria and regulations 
 
Criterion 1. Population size reduction (reduction in total nu mbers)  
Population reduction (measured over the longer of 10 years or 3 generations) based on any of 
A1 to A4 

 Critically Endangered  
Very severe reduction 

Endangered  
Severe reduction 

Vulnerable  
Substantial reduction 

A1 ≥ 90% ≥ 70% ≥ 50% 

A2, A3, A4  ≥ 80% ≥ 50% ≥ 30% 

A1 Population reduction observed, estimated, inferred or 
suspected in the past and the causes of the 
reduction are clearly reversible AND understood 
AND ceased. 

A2 Population reduction observed, estimated, inferred 
or suspected in the past where the causes of the 
reduction may not have ceased OR may not be 
understood OR may not be reversible. 

A3 Population reduction, projected or suspected to be 
met in the future (up to a maximum of 100 years) [(a) 
cannot be used for A3] 

A4 An observed, estimated, inferred, projected or 
suspected population reduction where the time 
period must include both the past and the future (up 
to a max. of 100 years in future), and where the 
causes of reduction may not have ceased OR may 
not be understood OR may not be reversible. 

 
(a) direct observation [except A3] 

(b) an index of abundance 
appropriate to the taxon 

(c) a decline in area of occupancy, 
extent of occurrence and/or 
quality of habitat 

(d) actual or potential levels of 
exploitation 

(e) the effects of introduced taxa, 
hybridization, pathogens, 
pollutants, competitors or 
parasites 

Evidence:  

Eligible under Criterion 1 (A4a, c) as Endangered. 

In 2001, the noisy scrub-bird population was estimated to have approximately 750 singing 
males1 (560 males in Mount Manypeaks and Angove Lake region, 160 males in Two Peoples 
Bay Nature Reserve region and 30 males on Bald Island) (figures extrapolated from graphed 
monitoring data provided by Department of Parks and Wildlife, cited in Cowen 2014). Using the 
rule of thumb of 2.5 individuals for every singing male (Danks et al. 1996), the total noisy scrub-
bird population in 2001 is estimated to have been 1875 birds, but the proportion of total 
individuals which are mature is not known. 

                                                 
1 Only calling or ‘singing’ males can be surveyed (Smith & Forrester 1981). Due to the cryptic nature of the species, 
counting individuals by observation is very difficult (Danks et al. 1996). The number of singing males recorded 
provides an index of the total noisy scrub-bird population (mature and immature individuals combined) (Smith & 
Forrester 1981). Territorial males call throughout the year, with calling generally more frequent during the breeding 
season (Danks et al. 1996). 

based on 
any of the 
following: 



Atrichornis clamosus (noisy scrub-bird) Conservation Advice 
 

Page 6 of 12 

In 2011, the noisy scrub-bird population was estimated to have reduced to approximately 460 
singing males (230 males in Mount Manypeaks and Angove Lake region, 115 males in Two 
Peoples Bay Nature Reserve region and 115 males on Bald Island) (figures extrapolated from 
graphed monitoring data provided by Department of Parks and Wildlife, cited in Cowen 2014). 
The total noisy scrub-bird population in 2011 is estimated to have been 1150 birds. Therefore, 
assuming the ratio of mature to immature individuals remains similar, between 2001 and 2011, 
the noisy scrub-bird population declined by approximately 39 percent over this period.  
This decline was due to a series of wildfires between 2001 and 2005 that substantially reduced 
the area and quality of habitat for the species (Comer et al. 2005). Specifically, the wildfire at 
Mount Manypeaks in late 2004-early 2005 resulted in a loss of more than half the noisy scrub-
bird population, and approximately 8500 hectares of optimal habitat for the species was burnt by 
wildfires between 2001 and 2005 (Comer et al. 2005). 

Fires in late 2015 and early 2016 impacted the population at Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve 
and the western end of Mount Manypeaks Nature Reserve (S Comer in litt. 2016; BirdLife 
International 2016). Over 90 percent of long unburnt habitat for the species at Mt Gardner was 
destroyed (Comer & Burbidge 2016), leading to an additional decline of the species.  

It is noted that in 2011, the Mount Gardner region contained approximately 25 percent of the 
noisy scrub-bird population (Department of Parks and Wildlife, cited in Cowen 2014). 

Although the 2015 decline within the Mount Gardner region has not been quantified, it is 
conservatively estimated here as 45 percent (the midpoint between 0 and 90 percent; this 
estimate is conservative because noisy scrub-birds are known to decline strongly after 
extensive, intense fire). Given that in 2011, the Mount Gardner region had 287 individuals (115 
singing males), there was likely less than 129 individuals at this location after the 2015 fires. 
Therefore, assuming that trends in mature individuals mirrors those of the total population, at the 
end of 2015, the total noisy scrub-bird population is estimated to have had no more than 991 
mature individuals. This equates to a reduction of 52 percent between 2001 and 2015.  

The Committee considers that the noisy scrub-bird is eligible for listing as Endangered under 
Criterion 1 (A4a, c) as the population is likely to undergo a severe reduction over three 
generations (18 years), based on a decline of more than 50 percent since 2001, and a likelihood 
of further population decline in the future due to significant habitat losses and ongoing 
threatening processes, particularly increased fire frequency and intensity.    

 
Criterion 2.  Geographic distribution as indicators for either ex tent of occurrence 

AND/OR area of occupancy 

 Critically 
Endangered 

Very restricted 

Endangered  
Restricted 

Vulnerable  
Limited 

B1. Extent of occurrence (EOO) < 100 km 2 < 5,000 km2 < 20,000 km 2 

B2. Area of occupancy (AOO) < 10 km 2 < 500 km 2 < 2,000 km2 

AND at least 2 of the following 3 conditions: 

(a) Severely fragmented OR Number 
of locations 

= 1 ≤ 5 ≤ 10 

(b) Continuing decline observed, estimated, inferred or projected in any of: (i) extent of occurrence; (ii) area of 
occupancy; (iii) area, extent and/or quality of habitat; (iv) number of locations or subpopulations; (v) number of 
mature individuals 

(c) Extreme fluctuations in any of: (i) extent of occurrence; (ii) area of occupancy; (iii) number of locations or 
subpopulations; (iv) number of mature individuals 

Evidence: 

Eligible under Criterion 2 B1a, b(i, ii, iii, v) an d B2a, b(i, ii, iii, v) for listing as Endangered. 

The noisy scrub-bird population is estimated to have an extent of occurrence of 584 km2 and 
area of occupancy of 184 km2. These figures are based on the mapping of point records from 
1997 to 2017, obtained from state governments, museums, CSIRO and Birdlife Australia.  



Atrichornis clamosus (noisy scrub-bird) Conservation Advice 
 

Page 7 of 12 

 
The extent of occurrence was calculated using a minimum convex hull, and the area of 
occupancy was calculated using a 2x2 km grid cell method, based on the IUCN Red List 
Guidelines 2014 (DOEE 2017). 

The noisy scrub-bird currently occurs in two subpopulations that spans a number of sites on the 
mainland between Two Peoples Bay and Cheyne Beach, and on Bald Island (Danks et al. 1996; 
DPaW 2014). The mainland sites are largely connected. Fire is considered the primary threat to 
the species, and a large fire has the capacity to burn several sites in a single event.  

However, it is considered unlikely that fire would burn all mainland sites in a single event. As 
such, the noisy scrub-bird is considered to occur in three locations (Two Peoples Bay Nature 
Reserve area, Mount Manypeaks Nature Reserve-Cheynes Beach area and Bald Island).   

While the range of the noisy scrub-bird has increased since it was re-discovered in 1961 through 
natural dispersal and targeted translocations, significant areas within this newly expanded range 
have been considerably impacted through large fire events, particularly between 2001 and 2005 
and more recently in 2015 and 2016 (Comer & Burbidge 2016). As noisy scrub-birds rely on 
areas of long unburnt habitat, too frequent fires within their range pose a significant threat, and it 
is considered likely that extent of occurrence, area of occupancy, extent and quality of habitat, 
and the number of mature individuals will continue to decline. 

The Committee considers that the noisy scrub-bird is eligible for listing as Endangered under 
Criterion 2 as both the extent of occurrence and area of occupancy are restricted, there are less 
than five locations where the species occurs and there has been continuing decline in the 
species’ distribution, area and quality of habitat, and number of mature individuals. 

 

Criterion 3. Population size and decline 

 Critically 
Endangered 

Very low 

Endangered  
Low 

Vulnerable  
Limited 

Estimated number of mature individuals < 250 < 2,500  < 10,000  

AND either (C1) or (C2) is true    

C1 An observed, estimated or projected 
continuing decline of at least (up to a 
max. of 100 years in future) 

Very high rate  
25% in 3 years or 1 

generation 
(whichever is longer) 

High rate  
20% in 5 years or 2 

generation 
(whichever is 

longer) 

Substantial rate  
10% in 10 years or 

3 generations 
(whichever is 

longer) 

C2 An observed, estimated, projected or 
inferred continuing decline AND its 
geographic distribution is precarious 
for its survival based on at least 1 of 
the following 3 conditions: 

   

(a) 

(i) Number of mature individuals in 
each subpopulation  

≤ 50 ≤ 250 ≤ 1,000 

(ii)  % of mature individuals in one 
subpopulation = 

90 – 100% 95 – 100% 100% 

(b) Extreme fluctuations in the number of 
mature individuals 

   

Evidence: 

Eligible under Criterion 3 C1 as Endangered.  

In 2001, the total noisy scrub-bird population was estimated to have been 1875 birds (based on 
750 singing males and a calculation of 2.5 individuals per singing male). In 2011, the total noisy 
scrub-bird population was estimated to have declined to 1150 birds (based on 460 singing 
males) (monitoring data provided by Department of Parks and Wildlife, cited in Cowen 2014). 
Between 2001 and 2011, the noisy scrub-bird population declined by approximately 39 percent. 
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This decline was due to a series of wildfires between 2001 and 2005 that substantially reduced 
the area and quality of habitat for the species (Comer et al. 2005).  

Fires in late 2015 and early 2016 led to an additional decline of the species, with over 90 
percent of long unburnt habitat at Mt Gardner being destroyed (Comer & Burbidge 2016). In 
2011, the Mount Gardner region contained approximately 25 percent of the population 
(Department of Parks and Wildlife, cited in Cowen 2014). Although the 2015 decline within the 
Mount Gardner region has not been quantified, it is conservatively estimated here as 45 percent 
(the midpoint between 0 and 90 percent).  

Given that in 2011, the Mount Gardner region had 287 individuals (115 singing males), there 
was likely less than 129 individuals at this location after the 2015 fires. Therefore, at the end of 
2015, the total noisy scrub-bird population is estimated to have had no more than 991 
individuals. Using these figures, it is estimated that there was a population reduction of 
approximately 52 percent between 2001 and 2015, a time period that equates to approximately 
two generations.  

The total number of mature individuals in the noisy scrub-bird population is considered low  
(< 2500). There is no information to suggest that there have been extreme fluctuations in the 
number of mature individuals. The species does not meet Criterion C2a(i) or (ii) as Endangered. 

The Committee considers that the noisy scrub-bird is eligible for listing as Endangered under 
Criterion 3 (C1) as the number of mature individuals is low and there has been an observed high 
rate of population decline (more than 20 percent) over approximately two generations.  

 

Criterion 4. Number of mature individuals 

 Critically Endangered  
Extremely low 

Endangered  
Very Low 

Vulnerable  
Low 

Number of mature individuals < 50 < 250 < 1,000 

Evidence: 

Eligible under Criterion 4 as Vulnerable. 

It is estimated that the noisy scrub-bird population contained 991 individuals in 2015. Using this 
estimate, the Committee considers that the noisy scrub-bird is eligible for listing as Vulnerable 
under Criterion 4 as the estimated number of mature individuals is low (< 1000).  

 

Criterion 5. Quantitative Analysis  

 Critically Endangered  
Immediate future 

Endangered  
Near future 

Vulnerable  
Medium-term future 

Indicating the probability of extinction in 
the wild to be:  

≥ 50% in 10 years or 
3 generations, 

whichever is longer 
(100 years max.) 

≥ 20% in 20 years or 
5 generations, 

whichever is longer 
(100 years max.)  

≥ 10% in 100 years  

Evidence: 

Insufficient data to determine eligibility. 

As a population viability analysis has not been undertaken, there are insufficient data to 
demonstrate if the noisy scrub-bird is eligible for listing under Criterion 5.  
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Conservation actions 

Recovery plan 

The noisy scrub-bird is currently included in the South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Plan 
(DPaW 2014). This recovery plan should be retained until it sunsets in 2024. A decision about 
whether there should be a recovery plan for the noisy scrub-bird after the current plan has 
expired has not yet been determined, and should only be made once the current plan has been 
reviewed. 

Primary conservation actions 

The primary conservation action for the noisy scrub-bird is to maintain high value breeding and 
foraging habitat for the species by undertaking active fire management at all known locations, 
and continue to undertake further translocations of the species to suitable habitat. 

Conservation and management priorities  

Fire 

o Implement fire management for areas identified as high value habitat or refuge areas 
for the noisy scrub-bird to promote a post-fire age capable of ensuring long term habitat 
persistence of 15 years or more. Where possible, create and maintain buffer zones 
around these areas to protect from wildfire.  

o Fires must be managed to ensure that prevailing fire regimes do not promote invasion 
of exotic species.  

o Control of introduced predators must be undertaken immediately following fire events. 

o Fire management authorities and land management agencies should use suitable 
maps and install field markers to avoid damage to known noisy scrub-bird habitat. 
Physical damage to the habitat must be avoided during and after fire operations. 

Invasive species  

o Implement a predator control program to reduce the number of cats and foxes at all 
known noisy scrub-bird sites, especially immediately after fire events (planned or 
unplanned). 

o Undertake a control program for weeds and introduced herbivores where they are 
observed to threaten, or pose a threat to, the noisy scrub-bird. 

Phytopathogens  

o Continue to implement adaptive management actions to reduce the spread of 
Phytophthora cinnamomi, manage and contain infested areas, and protect non-infested 
areas across the noisy scrub-bird distribution, including (SCNRM 2010):  

o Public access to high value noisy scrub-bird habitat should be restricted where 
appropriate to reduce the risk of Phytophthora cinnamomi being transferred by 
people and vehicles into these areas. 

o Implement permanent or mobile hygiene facilities for wash-down of vehicles, 
equipment, machinery and personal clothing at the exit points of infested areas and 
entry points to non-infested high value habitat.  

o Erect educational signage to raise awareness about Phytophthora dieback, its 
impacts on threatened species habitat, and the importance of minimising spread of 
the phytopathogen through restricted access and hygiene protocols.  
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o Contain and eradicate Phytophthora at infested sites through control of water 
drainage, regular and targeted application of phosphite herbicide, and installation 
of silt membranes.   

Habitat loss, disturbance and modifications 

o Ensure land managers are aware of the occurrence of the noisy scrub-bird and provide 
protection measures against key and potential threats. Encourage land-owners to 
protect habitat corridors that may provide dispersal routes for noisy scrub-birds. 

Breeding, propagation and other ex situ recovery action  

o Continue to establish new locations and/or subpopulations through a translocation 
program for noisy scrub-birds where appropriate habitat persists throughout its former 
range, and where translocation is identified as being beneficial to the species. 

Stakeholder Engagement  

o Continue to engage stakeholders through the South Coast Threatened Bird Recovery 
Team to implement conservation actions.  
 

Survey and monitoring priorities 

• Regularly undertake monitoring of all known subpopulations to assess population size, 
population trends and distribution. 

• Regularly undertake surveys of the translocated individuals at Drakesbrook to determine 
if breeding is occurring at this site and whether translocation has been successful.  

• Monitor the response of the noisy scrub-bird population to fire, using an appropriate 
measure (e.g. occupancy, population abundance, individual mortality, ranging 
behaviour, breeding success) based on knowledge of the ecology of the species, and 
with a monitoring design that aims to improve understanding of the species’ response to 
fire. Precise fire history records must be kept and maintained. 

• Continue to monitor the spread of Phytophthora cinnamomi and level of threat of 
infestation to high value habitat across the noisy scrub-bird distribution to inform 
ongoing management actions. Undertake regular site mapping to identify infested areas, 
at risk high value habitat and ‘disease boundaries’ to assist planning.  

• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions 
and the need to adapt them if necessary. 

 
Information and research priorities 

• Improve understanding of the mechanisms of response to different fire regimes, and 
identify appropriate fire regimes for conservation of the noisy scrub-bird, by undertaking 
appropriately designed experiments to assess the effect of fire age on food availability, 
vegetation structure, and the interaction of vegetation structure with predation. 

• Improve mapping of known and potential habitat to identify suitable sites and inform 
future translocations of the species. 

• Determine the impact of altered vegetation structure resulting from Phytophthora 
cinnamomi on the noisy scrub-bird, including forage, protection and nesting capability. 

• Improve understanding of social organisation in noisy scrub-bird population, and use 
this information to improve survey protocols and interpretation of survey results. 



Atrichornis clamosus (noisy scrub-bird) Conservation Advice 
 

Page 11 of 12 

Recommendations 

(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by transferring  from the Vulnerable category to the Endangered category: 

Atrichornis clamosus 
 
 
(ii) The Committee recommends that the recovery plan decision be maintained. 
 
 
 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
 
13/09/2017  
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