
  

6 May 2022 

The Hon. Martin Foley 
Minister for Health 
By email only: minister.health@health.vic.gov.au 

The Hon. Minister D’Ambrosio 
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change 
By email only: lily.dambrosio@parliament.vic.gov.au 

 

Dear Minister Foley and Minister D’Ambrosio,  

Everyone has the right to breathe safe and clean air – yet many Victorian communities are exposed to 
toxic air pollution every single day.  

We write in anticipation of the Victorian Government’s response to the Inquiry into the Health 
Impacts of Air Pollution in Victoria1 and we call on the Government to accept all 35 
recommendations made by the Committee.   

The overwhelming majority of air pollution is controllable. Victoria’s three major sources of air 
pollution, are coal-burning power stations, vehicle emissions, predominantly diesel emissions, and 
wood-burning heaters.  

There is no safe level of air pollution. A collaboration of the concerned community, health 
professionals and experts gave evidence at the inquiry. As the inquiry uncovered, air pollution has a 
significant impact on human health. The inquiry made 16 important findings, in particular, we note 
the following: 

• That the Victorian Government has not released the Air Quality Strategy that was due to be 
released in 2019 (Finding 1);   

• The EPA and the Victorian Government are perceived to not have consulted adequately with 
communities impacted by air pollution (Finding 2); and 

• Air quality monitoring stations may not provide the most reliable picture of air quality in 
some areas due to geographical coverage (Finding 14). 

                                                           

1 Inquiry into the health impacts of air pollution in Victoria, Legislative Council, Environment and Planning 
Committee. Tabled in November 2021.  See 
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/SCEP/Air_Pollution/Report/LCEPC_59-
04_Health_impacts_air_pollution_Vic_Report.pdf.  
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To date, the Victorian Government’s response to air pollution reduction has been deeply frustrating. 
Victoria’s regulation of air pollution is failing the community and falls well below international 
standards.  

Since the report was tabled, the National Pollutant Inventory released emissions reporting data for 
the period 2020-21.2 This data paints a concerning picture as once again three of Australia’s top 10 
emitters of mercury are in Victoria and combined they emitted over 900kgs of mercury in one year.  It 
is also alarming that the data shows an overall increase on the previous year in the emissions of lead, 
PM2.5, PM10, oxides of nitrogen and sulfur dioxide from Victoria’s coal fired power stations.  

This inquiry represents a watershed opportunity for the Victorian Government to implement a robust 
plan to drive down controllable sources of air emissions and we draw attention to five key 
overarching governance and compliance recommendations, that the Victorian Government:  

• Investigate the viability and consider the introduction of stricter air quality enforcement 
measures and to appropriately resource enforcement agencies such as the EPA to enforce 
clean air standards (Recommendation 1); 

• Advocate to the National Environmental Protection Council for the introduction of stricter air 
quality indicators and objectives especially for particulate matter sources  
(Recommendation 2); 

• Expedite the completion and subsequent release of its Air Quality Strategy 
(Recommendation 3); 

• Consider a review of the heavy industry licencing scheme and assess opportunities for 
localised air quality improvements to encourage industry led emission reductions 
(Recommendation 4); and 

• Undertake meaningful, participatory consultation with affected communities for all future 
significant projects and activities that impact air quality (Recommendation 5). 

Realising these key governance recommendations would pave the way for a clear plan to manage air 
quality regulation and assure the community that the Victorian Government will consult with the 
people affected by the pollution from heavy industry.  

Implementing these recommendations, along with the remaining 30 recommendations put forward 
by the inquiry, would be a critical first step in minimising the health impacts of the three largest 
sources of controllable air pollution in Victoria. It would help to prevent respiratory illnesses caused 
by air pollution such as asthma and emphysema, which young children and older people are at a 
higher risk of developing.  

  

                                                           

2 National Pollutant Inventory Data 2020-2021. See http://www.npi.gov.au/npi-data/latest-data. 
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The Victorian Government has a responsibility to protect our community.  We urge you to put the 
health of the community first and enact all recommendations of the inquiry as a matter of priority. 

Signed, 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


