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Victoria’s Climate Change Act 
What you can expect from 1 July 2011

What will the Act do?

Introduction

The Climate Change Act 2010 (Vic) (the Act) will come into effect in Victoria on 1 July 2011. 

The Act was an initiative of the previous Victorian Government, passed into law in September 2010 with the support 
of the Coalition (then in opposition). The EDO and other stakeholders were concerned about weaknesses in the Act 
and pressed to strengthen and improve it while it was being developed. Although the government did not make those 
improvements, the Act as it stands does provide some measures to begin the task of tackling climate change in Victoria. 
This paper outlines some of the things you can expect the government to achieve under the new Act.

The Act introduces an emissions reduction target of 20% below 2000 levels by 2020

The Act enshrines an emissions reduction target of 20% below 2000 levels by 2020 (the 2020 target) in legislation for 
the first time. It requires the Minister for Environment and Climate Change (the Minister) to ensure that this target is 
achieved, without specifying how. Premier Ted Baillieu has since declared this target ‘aspirational’ and said that federal 
government policies are the key to achieving the target. We can expect the government to outline a plan for achieving this 
target in the coming year.

The Act requires the Minister to report on, and plan for, climate change

The Minister must prepare a Climate Change and Emissions Data Report, setting out climate change science and emissions 
data for Victoria, by 31 December 2011. The Minister must also prepare a Climate Change Adaptation Plan, assessing 
the impacts of climate change on Victoria and setting out a strategy to respond to them, by 31 December 2012. We can 
expect that the government will use these reports to chart its plans for responding to climate change in Victoria. 
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The Act empowers the EPA to directly regulate greenhouse gas emissions

The Act amends the Environment Protection Act 1970 (Vic) to define greenhouse gases as a ‘waste’. This means that 
facilities must not emit greenhouse gas without a licence from the Environment Protection Authority (EPA). The previous 
government intended to use this power to directly regulate power stations by imposing emissions intensity standards. We 
can expect the government and the EPA to take steps to implement this licensing regime in the next few months.

The Act requires climate change to be considered in some government decisions

The Act requires government decision-makers to consider climate change in making certain decisions. Those decisions 
are listed in the Act, and include decisions under the Environment Protection Act 1970 (Vic), the Catchment and Land 
Protection Act 1994 (Vic), the Coastal Management Act 1995 (Vic), the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (Vic), the 
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 (Vic) and the Water Act 1989 (Vic). The government can add other Acts to this list by 
regulation.

The Act introduces a new forestry and carbon rights regime

The Act replaces the existing legislation governing forestry and carbon rights in public and private land. It makes 
considerable substantive changes to the content of these rights, and sets up a new scheme governing carbon 
sequestration on Crown land. Anyone dealing in land with an interest in forestry or carbon sequestration needs to be 
aware of these changes.

The Act empowers members of the community to take climate action

The Act creates a new kind of non-binding agreement—‘Climate Covenants’—that any person can enter into with the 
government to facilitate action on climate change. 

It also establishes the ‘Climate Communities Fund’—a fund administered by Sustainability Victoria, dedicated to fostering 
community action on emissions reduction or adaptation by providing small grants to community organisations.

How can you find out more?

The Environment Defenders Office (Vic) Ltd (EDO) has worked extensively on this Act and you will find a wealth of 
information on our websites:

> Environmental Law Online, www.envirolaw.org.au 

– summary of the Act

> The law reform section of the EDO website, www.edovic.org.au

– briefing paper published in September 2010

– submission to the Climate Change Green Paper in September 2009

– proposal for a Victorian Climate Charter in October 2009

For more information, you can also contact the EDO on the details on the following page.

http://www.envirolaw.org.au/
http://www.envirolaw.org.au/sources/legislation/cca201054
http://www.edovic.org.au/law_reform/submissions_and_reports
http://www.edovic.org.au/downloads/law%20reform/edo_vic_climate_change_act_paper.pdf
http://www.edovic.org.au/downloads/law%20reform/edo_vic_climate_change_green_paper_submission.pdf
http://www.edovic.org.au/downloads/law%20reform/edo_vic_climate_charter_proposal.pdf
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About the Environment Defenders Office (Victoria) Ltd (EDO)

The EDO is a Community Legal Centre specialising in public interest environment law. We support, empower and advocate 
for individuals and groups in Victoria who want to use the law and legal system to protect the environment. We are 
dedicated to a community that values and protects a healthy environment and support this vision through the provision 
of information, advocacy and advice.

In addition to Victorian-based activities, the EDO is a member of a national network of EDOs working collectively to 
protect Australia’s environment through public interest planning and environmental law.

For further information contact:

Environment Defenders Office (Vic) Ltd 
Telephone: 03 8341 3100 (Melbourne metropolitan area) 
 1300 EDOVIC (1300 336842) (Local call cost for callers outside Melbourne metropolitan area) 
Facsimile: 03 8341 3111 
Email: edovic@edo.org.au 
Website: www.edovic.org.au 
Post: PO Box 12123, A’Beckett Street VIC 8006 
Address: Level 3, the 60L Green Building, 60 Leicester Street, Carlton

SEEK LEGAL ADVICE REGARDING SPECIFIC CASES

While all care has been taken in preparing this publication, 
it is not a substitute for legal advice in individual cases.  
For any specific questions, seek legal advice.
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